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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 


s Department of the Interior, 

Bi'keait of Edication, 
Washington, June 23, 1917 . 

Sir: The art <>f July 2, 1862, “donating public lands to the several 
Stall's anil Territories which may provide colleges for the benefit of 
agriculture, and the mechanic, arts,” led to the establishment of a 
group of higlnT institutions, at Least one in each State, having direct 
relations with the Federal Government and dedicated to a common 
pin poser I he purpose, as stated in -the act was “the promotion of 
1 the liberal and .practical education of the industrial classes. 1 * As 
‘ trim-dated in institutional practice it has meant* the professional 
training of men and women in agriculture, home, economics, and 
various branches of engineering. ‘ f 

In most of the. fields in which these colleges now give training, 
however, there* was not in 1862 an organized body of scientific knowl- 
edge, sufficient to furnish working material for courses such as higher 
institutions an*, expected to give. Before the common purposo which 
has informed these, colleges could he partially realized, it has been 
necessary by research and experimentation to develop several sci- 
ences and to Ttrganize the applications of them into scientific pro- 
fessional curricula. The land -grant colleges have contributed largely 
to. the accomplishment of these things. 'Their efforts have led to the 
establishment of several new professions, to the stimulation of new 
achievement in both the great industrial fields to which they minister, 
to the higher training of numerous young persons who could not or 
would not have sought it in thmolder channels^ and to the profound 
modification of Ijoth Uuvdoctrino and the content of higher education 
throughout the couiurv, r \ he influence which these, colleges have 
laid on the development of American life i* perhaps -the most far- 
reaching influence that has come from any educational source in'the 
half century since the passage. .of the land-grant, act. Taken together, 
these Institution;! represent America s most distinctive contribution 
to higher educational theory and practice. 

Now that the pqsfition of the land-grant Colleges has become so 
plain, it is of special interest that all 'important mutters relating to 
their history. -and their contemporaneous status should bo recorded. 
One of the obscure chapters in tho history of these 'institutions has 
been the. disposition made byTho various States of the original land 
grant of 1862 , -which provided for the establishment of ife institu-^ 
tions. I have; therefore, requested Mr.\ Benjamin F. Andrews* spe- 
chdisHn land-grant* college, statistics, to investigate this question.. 
The document , submitted herewith contains tho result of his re- 
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V. In compiling (ho foregoing history acknowledgment is jnmloof tlu> 
following aids amt authorities: 

Publicat ions of 1 1 10 l nited St at os Bureau of Induration •> especially 
the animal reports of land-grant colleges, Vueul a rs of informal ion, 
histories of education m tfie various Stales, and TVullelin, 1*1(15, \o. 
34S, “(icnerfd Laws R eluting to Agricultural and Mechanical 
C olleges ,” . 

Anmifli reports iind catalogues from tin* land-grant colleges from 
1802 to 1 01 0, inclusive, 

* Reports of State land boards, auditors, treasurers, comptrollers, 
and other State oflieiyls. 

“.History of.thc Agricultural College band (Irani of duly J. | sr>J/ ’ — 
Holliday and Finch,/ 

4 * l 1 od oral and State Aid to Higher Kducation.” — Blaekinnr. * 

^ National Legislation Concerning Ivlucatam.'* — Liermnnn. 

“Forty Yoar^of the iTnivorsitv of Minnesota . ” F. Bird Johnson. 

“II i story of the University of Arkansas.”— Reynolds and Thomas, 

“History -of the University of North Carolina.”- — K. \i. Hattie. 

“History of Reconstruction, Why the Solid South.” — Herbert . 

Session laws and codes of the various States and of the United 
States. 

Thanks aro due to Mr. L. A. Kalhach, . former speeded. in land- 
grant (T)Hoge statistics mnl later chief clerk of the Bureau of Kdiiea- 
tion, for imieh timely assistance from his invaluable experience, and 
also to tlu*se §tato and college, o (Fleers who have taken time and 
/trouble to seek out and forward special information and statist ic 9 
. and to aid with advicp and suggestions. r* 

Bknm. F. Aniuikwh, 


aS facial Hit in l.nnil-(!mnt ('olht/r Statistic* 
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THE LAND GRANT OF 1862’ AND THE LAND GRANT 
. ' COLLEGES. > ! 


MORRILL LAND-GRANT ACT OF 1862. 

AN Ai’T nomiiiiK public lands tho several Stall's and TWritortrs which may provide cv)H«*m for tlu 
Iwieflt of agriculture and ihe mechanic arts. 

H, it enacted by the; Sywte and Howe of Representative* of the United Staffs of America 
in inti'/nss assembled , That I boro in* grunted to tho several State, for the purports 
honunaftor mentioned, an amount of public land, to he apportioned to each State a 
c | iiurit it y equal to 30,tXH) acres for each Senator and Reprcwutative in Congress to 
which the States are r<*8pectively entitled hy the apportionment under the comma 
ot hull; /Ven’i/n/, That no mineral lands shall 1 m* selected or purchased under the 
pr.-visions of this ael. + 

•Skc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the land aforesaid, after being surveyed, 
■**hull he apportioned .to the several Static iti sections or subdivisions of sections, not 
bw Ilian one-quarter of a section: and wherever there are public lands in a State 
‘ Miil-jt'i-t to aale at privab entry at $125 pi*r acre, the quantity to ’which said State 
sh;il] I io entitled shall be selected from such lands within the limits of such State; 
v m..l i he Secretary of the Interior is hereby directed to issue to each of the States in 
which there is not the quantity of public lantfa subject to sale at private entry at 
$! _’•> per acre to which said State maj* be entitled under the provisions of this act 
laiitl scrip to the amount in acres for the deficiency of its distributive share, said Bcrip 
to ho sold by said States and the proceeds thereof applied to tho uses and purposes 1 
prescribed in this act, and for no other use or purpose whatsoever: J'r+nded, That 
in no (‘use shall any State to which land scrip may thus ho issued be allowed to locate 
t he same within the limits of auy other State or of any Territory of the United State; 
but their assignees may thus locate said land scrip upon any of the unappropriated 
lands of the l mi tod States subject to sale at private entry at $1 .iV> *or loss an acre: 
And provided further, 'fhat not more than one million acres shall }k? located by such f 
.UMi^uei^ in any one of tho States: And provided further , T^hat such location shall 
be made before one year from the passage of this act. 

►Skc. H. And be \t further enacted, Thatull the expenses of management superin- 
tendence, and 1 taxes from date of selection of said lands previous to their sales and 
all * x ponses incurred in the management and disburscnient of moneys which may be 
received therefrom shall he paid by the States to which thdy may belting, out of the 
treasury of said Stated so that the entire proceeds of the sale of said lands shall be 
applied, without any diminution whatever, to tho purposes hereinafter mentioned. 

Skc. 4. And be it further enacted. That all monqys delft ed from the sale of the lapda 
aforesaid by tfie States to which the lands are apportioned, and from the sales of land 
84 rip hereinbefore provided for, shall be invested in stock* of the^United States or 
of tho States, or some other safe stocks, yielding not less than 5 per ccfttnra upoq the 
par yalrie of said stocks that the moneyfi^o iiiveelet^hall coiistilute a perpetu^ 
fund, the capital of which shall repgftfn fpreVer uadimiiibjfced, except safay af u^iy 
be provided in section fifyh otthis act,^nd the interesf of which fee illfciojafely 

appropriated by each StaUx which may take and claim the tenefikef (hi* act to the 
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. endowment, support, and maintenance of at least one college, where the lading 
'object snail be,, without excluding other scientific and classical studies and including 
military tactics, to teach su^h^branches of learning as are related to agriculture and 
*the mechanic. arts in such mannfrtas the legislatures of the States may respectively 
prcecrilK? in order -to promote the jjl>eral aiuj practical education of the industrial 
classes in the several pursuits and professions in life. 

^ .Skc.J), A'rui be it further marled. That the grant of land and land scrip hereby an ffior- 
izetf shall be made on the following conditions,^! which, as well as to the pro visions 
hereinbefore contained, tin* previous assent of ihc several Stahls shall be *ogiiiti«l 
by legislative ads: ^ ■ 1 

Firs}. If any portion of the fund invested a s provided f>y the foregoing section, or 
any portion of the interest thereon, shall by any action or contingency be diminished 
or lost, it shall be replaced by the State to which it belongs, so that the capital of the 
fund ghall remain forever undiminished; and the annual interest shall be regularly 
applied without diminution to the purposes mentioned in the fourth Bection of this 
act, except that a sum, not exceeding 10 per centum upon the amount received by 

.. any State under the provisions of this act, may be expended for the purchase of lands 
for sites or experimental farms whenever authorized by the respective legislatures 
of said States; * 

Second. No portion of mid fund, nor the interest tln-remi, shall be applied, direetlv 
or indirectly, under any pretense whatever t<Kihe purchase, erection, preservation, 
or repair of any bujlding or buildings; 

t Third. Any State which may take and claim the benefit of the provisions of this 
act shall provide, within five years, at least not less than hue college, as jirescrilnxl 
in the fourth Bection of this act, or flie grant tomich State shall cease; and said State 
shall be bound to pay the United States the amount received oi any lands previously* 
sold, and that the title to purchasers under the States shall be valid; 

Fourth, An annual rcport^hall l>o made regarding the progress t>f each college, 
recording any improvements and experiments made, with their costs and results, 
.and such other matters, including State industrial and ecouomical statistics, ns mav 
lx; supposed usofuTTOne copy of which shall he transmitted by mail free, by each, to 
all the other colleges which may l«* endowed under tin* provisions of this ad , anil also 
one copy to the S<*cretary of the Interior; 

* Fifth. When lands shall be self Hied from those which lmve been raise<l to double 
the minimum price in consequent of railroad grants, tlley shall he comput<*d to the 
States at the maximum price, and the* manlier of acres projfortionally diminished; 

Sixth. No State, while in a condition of rebellion or insurrection against the CJovem* 
men t of the United States, shall be entitled to the benefit of this act ; 

Seventh. JSo State shall be entitled to the benefits of this act unless it shall expn**» ' 
its acceptance thereof by its legislature within tdo years from the date of its approval 
by the President. ' 

Sec. 6. And be itjjtf/fter enacted , That land scrip issued under (he provisions of this 
act shall not be subject to location until after the first day of January v ]863: 


Sec. 7. And he it further matted. That land officers shall receive the 


sagie 


fees for 


#0- 

L. 


locating land scrip issued under the provisions of this act as arc now* allowed for the 
location of Military Inninty land warrants tinder existing law*s; Provided, That maxi- 
mum competition shall not be thereby increased. 

Skc. 8. Ancftt it further enacted, That the governors of tho several States to which . 
. scrip shall be issued under this act ahall bet required to report anuually to CongreM . 
ali sales- made of such trip until the whole shall be diajWd of, the amount received ' 
for ihe same; and what appropriation has been made proceeds 
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ACT OF 1864, TO EXTEND THE TIME FOE ACCEPTING THE 

. GRANT. 

\N VT Of Confess extending the tim<f within which the State* and Terrifies may a«*pt the grant 
of Ixntis made by the act entitled “ An act donating public lands to the several States and Territories 
w hWi may, provide colleges for Iho benefit of agriculture and the mechanic arb," approved July 2, 1H62. 

. ^ ll by thf Senate and House of Representatives of the United State* of America 

in f'nnyress assembled: 


Sk.tion 1. That any State or Territory may accept, and shall ho entitled to the 
hem-lit of the act* entitled “An act donating public land* to the several States and 
Territories which may provide colleges for the benefit of agriculture and the mechanic' 
•M > P r °vc<i July 2, 1862, hv expressing its acceptance thereof as provided in said 
an. within two years from the date of the approval of this act, subject, however, to 
lhe conditions in said act continued 

Sn« . And it in further onactod that tho l.onofit of tho provisions of this act, and 
»i lhe said act approved July 2. 1KG2, 1 h*. and tho same aro hereby, extended to the 
♦State of Wt'sfr Virginia. 

Approved, April 1 4, 1864. J 


ACT OF 1866, EXTENDING THE TIME WITHIN WHICH AGRI- 
CULTURAL COLLEGES MAY BE ESTABLISHED. 

A X ACT To Amend tho fifth section of an act entitled '• An oet donating public lands to tho several States 
and Territories which may provldo colleges for tho benoQt of agriculture und iho mechanic arts,’ 1 ar>- 
proved July 2, 1R»>2, so as to extend tho time within which the provisions of said act shall be actipted 
and such colleges established. y 


Hr H, cnacted'by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in ConnrcM a**mb1c(t, That the time “In which the several State* may comply with the 
provisions of the act of July 2, 1862, entitled “An act donating public lands to the 
several States and Territories which may provide -collies for the benefit of agriculture 
and the mechanic art*,“ is hereby extended no that the acceptance of the benefits of 
the said act mayjio expressed within throe yearn from the passage of this act, and the 
( colleges required by the said act ru^ be provided within five years from tho date 
<>t the filing of such acceptance with the rornmiftfionor of the General Land Office: 
Provided, That when any Territory' shall become a State and bo admitted into the 
l nion such new States shall be entitled to the benefits of tho said act of July 2, 1862, 
by expressing the acceptance therein required within three ycare from the date of its 
admission into the l nion, and providing the college or colleges within five years after 
such acceptance, as prescribed in this act: Provided further, That any State which 
haa heretofore expressed its acceptance of tho art herein re{erred to shall havo the 
period of five years within which to provide at least one college, as described in the 
fourth section of said act, after the time for providing said college, according to the 
act of July 2, 1862, shall have expired. \ 

Approved, July 23, 1866, .(14 Stat., 208.) 


ACT OF 1888 , AMENDING SECTION 4 OF THE ACT OF ' 

AX ACT To amend an a# donating publkitanda to the several States and Territories which p% pnwfefc 
* colleges fordhe l»eneflt of agriculture and Ui$ mechanic arts. ^ 

ficii marteil by iht Smalt ifn/l UouseoJ'Htpmmtatheytflh^ VMttf State* of Antrim 
CongreM.auembM, That lhe fourth motion of the ftt donating. p.ubliefaiids to tho 
•evorft State- and Territories which may provide roHegcia for the benefit Of agricul- 
49782 “.- 18— 2 * ' ‘ 
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ture and the metallic arts, approved July 2, 1862, be, and the flame i a hereby, 
amended so as to read as follows: 

, Sec. 4. That all moneys derived from the sale of lands aforesaid by the States to 
which lands are apportioned, and from the sales of land scrip hereinbefore provided 
fo^ shall bo invested in stocks of the United States or of the States, or some other safe 
stocks; or the same may be invested bv the States having no State stocks, in any other 
manner after the legislatures of such States shall have assented thereto, and engaged 
that such fu^ids shall yield not less than 5 per centum upon the amount so' invested 
and that the principal thereof shall forever remain unimpaired: Provided, That the 
moneys so invested or loaned shall constitute a perpetual fund, the capital of which 
shall remain forever undiminished (except so far ae may be provided in section 5 of 
this act), and the interested which shall bfe inviolably appropriated, by each State 
vrhich may take and claim the benefit of this act, to the endowment, support, and 
maintenance of at least one college where the leading object shall be, without ex- 
cluding other scientific and classical studies, and including military tactics, lo 
teach such branches of learning as are related to agriculture and the mechanic 
arts, in such manne* as the legislatures of the States may respectively prescribe, 
in order to promote the liberal and practical education of the industrial classes ia 
the several pursuits and professions in life. 

Approved,' Marrh :t, 1SH3. (22^tat.. 484.) 




The fet of Congress of July 2, 1862, kit own as 'the first Morrill Act,* 
granted*lo each State 30,000 acres of public land for each Senator 
and Representative in Congress to "which thoStjtte was entitled by 
the apportionment under the census of 1860; all money derived from 
the sale of these lands was to be invested by the State in securities 
bearing interest at notless than 5 per cent except that the legislature 
of tjie State might authorize the use of not more than 10 per cent of 
the capital for the purchase of site for the college or experimental 
farms. The interest was to be used for . tho endowment, support, 
and maintenance of at least one college where the leading object 
should -be to teach such branches of learning as Are related to agri- 
culture and the^ mechanic arts in ordor to promote the liberal and 
practical education of the industrial classes in the K several pursuits 
and professions in life. 1 ) 

Although the Territories aro mentioned in the title of the act, in 
the act itself they are not included; consequently the grants of land 
were received only by the States. * As each Territory .was admitted 
to statehoqjl, provision was made in its enabling act for a grant of : 
land for agricultural and mechanical, colleges in lieu of the original 
grant of 1862 ; so that, at the present tune, only Alaska, Hawaii, 

. Porto Rico; and «the Philippine Islands do not participate in 
: grants either under the original act of 1862 or under liter acts in 

•• . • ■ ■•'.-a 
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lac UHANXS AND THE LAND-GRANT C<?LLEQES. H 

• T »' e ori^nal act was amended three times. 'The amendments of 
A ,,r. 14 1864, and July 23, 1866, extended to July 23, 1871, the time 
m w hich States could accept the provisions of the original act The 
thm amendment, March 3, 1883, permitted the investment of the 
capital derived from the sale of lands in a greater variety of stocks 
and bonds than was permitted by the original act, * 

I ho distribution of land was made in two ways. Those States 
hat had public lands within their borders could locate and take up 
the actual acres. If the State had no lands within its borders sub- 
ject to entry, then land scrip was issued to it; the land represented 
by such scrip could not he located by the State receiving it, but the 
art provided that the scrip he sold and that the individual purchaser 
inight locate the lands m any State that had public land subject to 

In the management of their allotments groat diversity was shown 
■ 10 lfforo * lt b,,fttes ; 80mc sacrificed thoir holdings for a- verv 

small price; others, by withholding thorn from sale for a time ulti- 
mately obtained a fair value for them. Now York adopted a unique 
plan which was immensely profitable, but whoso history is too lone 
for this-article. A synopsis is given on page 35, under ‘'New York.” 
Ihe States that located the actual acres also had varied experiences* 
some located lands that were held by the Federal Government at 
double minimum price and therefore received only 1 acre of land 
for 2 acres of the grant; other causes intervened in some cases to 
make the location of the exact amount of the grant impossible. 

An attempt has boon made hero to give, from the mass of detailed 
and frequently conflicting information, a briof history of the manage- 
ment of the grant to each State and to show how each benefited 
from the act of July 2,1 862; 

Alabama was entitled to. 240,000 acres iif land scrip. Tho State 
legislature accepted the provisions of- the act on February 13 1867 
icc? B ^ C0P T anCe W8S reaffirm0(I »» tho constitution of December 3l’ 

S'Mfi'om 11 F? U ’- 18?I ’ J the had M bocu 9 °ld, bringing 
*-16,000, which was invested m State bonds to tho value of *253 500 

hearing interest perpetually at 8 per cent, .'fins yields a yekrly 
income of *20,280 for the college. y y 

But after accepting and disposing of tho grant the establishment of 
the college continued to be ft harassing question until the Methodist 
( hurch offerod its college, Eastern Alabama Male College at Aubilm 
te the State for a foundation. This gift was a^ceptedby the State’ 
February 26 1872 and tho new college organised On M mh 20 
ynde,; the tide of '‘Alabama Agntmltural m d Mechanical Sage/' 
hater tho name was changed by addmg^awt PolytechniS Institute ” 

It mceivtealj income, *20,280, from the original land grant and ’ 
a ped«y grants in aid of agricultural experiment stations and 

^ * ■ ' - ■ - Mt 1 . 
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agricultural extension work within the State; it share? with the 
Agricultural and Mechanical C ollege for Negroes the annual appro- 
priation received by Alabama under the second MoiTill Act and the 
Nelson amendment. 


Ariziimi , under its State enabling act of June 20, 1910, received 
150,000 acres in lieu of the grant under the act of 1862 for agricul- 
tural and mechanical colleges. This giant, together with all other 
Stato lands, is in the control of a State board of land commissioners, 
who are charged with the duty of locating and selling the lands. On 
June 30, 1914, all the agricultural college lands had not been located 
and confirmed, and none of .them had been sold. A Stato law fixes 
a minimum price of S3 per acre. 


In 18S5 the Territorial legislature passed an act organizing a Stale 
university and establishing its location at Tucson. This institution 
opened in October, 1891. When the State was admitted to the 
Union and received the usual quota of lan^s for different purposes, 
the legislature wisely decided to center all its higher educational 
efforts in one institution, and accordingly ^conferred all its grants for 
higher Education, including the grant for an agricultural college, 
upon the University* of Arizona. By this means this institution is 
possessed of a magnificent potential endowment. 

Arkansas received 150,000 acres in land scrip. On May 11, 1864, 
the State legislature accepted the land-grant act of 1862, but owing 
to the disturbed condition of the State because of the war another 
act of the legislature was necessary before the scrip could bo issued; 
this was passed January 31, 1867. On March 27, 1871, the legisla- 
ture again affirmed tho acceptance of the conditions of thd 1862 land- 
grant act, and by the same act organized a college to receivo tho 
benefit of tho grant. % This was called the Arkansas Industrial Uni- 
versity, and was located at Fayetteville. On January 22, 1872, tho 
institution opened its doors to students. Later its name was changed 
to the University of Arkansas. 


On August 22, 1872, a tentative sale of the. scrip was mado to 
G. F. Lewis, representing the Ohio Land Co. (the same Lewis that 
appears in many of the purchases of State scrip), and $135,000 was 
Realized. While the price was low, there was still some doubt 
whether or not the scrip would be issued, and Lewis took some 
chance, so. that the transaction-seems to have been warranted by all 
the conditions, 

Of this principal, $11,000 was used to purchase the site for the 
university, $121,333,33 was invested in *130,000 worth of Fayette- 
ville and Washington County bonds, and the balance remaining-^- 
$2,666.67 — was erroneously used for current e^tpenses. * 
jlh 1902, FayettctiH© and Washington Counties redeemed 
their bonds except $9,000, which was paid in 1907. In January, $002, 
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the State legislature transferred $116,000 worth of $ per cent State 
hoiuls to the University of Arkansas endowment fund, 1862 land 
giant, 'leaving $5,000 uninvested. As a result, on June 30 1914 
there was a considerable deficit in the amount that should have been 
paid to the university.' In interest return there was a deficit of 
$33,436..)3, while the capital of fclio fund, instead of being $1.32 666.67 
a! 5 per cent, was as follows: 

Si 1 G,000 invested at 'A p<'r cent since January. J 002, 

*2,(iGG.G7 improperly di^ipated in IK72 and not replaced. 

. $*>.000 uninvested since 1902. 

000 u nin vested since 1907, » • ^ 


(’edifornia was entitled to 150,000 acres of land in place. The 
State legislature accepted the grant on March 31, 1866, and provided * 
for the establishment of an agricultural, mining, and mechanical 
college to receive the benefit of the fund . Nothing further toward a 
real college was done until two years later, when the trustees of the 
College of California formally presented their site and property at 
Berkeley to the State on condition that a university be established 
there ; accordingly, the University of California was organized by the 
legislature on March 23, 1868, and endowed' with the property of the 
former College of California as well as all the lands granted to the 
olnte for College purposes. 

After vain efforts to sell the. land warrants without locating the 
land at $5 per acre, California obtained from Congress on March 5, 
1S71 , an net giving special concessions. The lands could be located 
from any open lands within the State, without restrictions on the 
character selected; selections coutitbe made in tho smallest subdi- 
visions recognized, 40-acre plats; and other privileges of value to 
purchasers were given. A demand for the land now aYose. Sales 
were made on time payments, the purchasers locating their selections 
m the name of tho University of California; some of the purchasers 
defaulted their payments and the lands reverted to the university 
for resale. A complete history is loo long for this article but can'be 
found in the yearly reports of the university land agent. The net 
result was that on .June 30, 1914, the fund from the land grant of 
1862 had m its principal $732,233.14, with 1,402 acres unsold. The 
income from investments, rentals, and all sources was $42,374 07 for 
thfl year. The capital, $732,233.14, is invested by the university in 
miscellaneous securities, the details of which are given in the annual 


T f r n = ‘ r ? ° fl ? 1 ,f 01 ** 1803 M to th. full amount, 

3 p ? r oent ^ th 6 P* r replaced the uninvested and dissipated 

3 ^ g . ocn k provided that a temporary 3 per oent loan of 10 too stolid be 

“*^*1 toto one inveS^ & 

int^irrtrtvttu replace the interest the imlrerfiityherouse Of 

uvtsuggpu at than 4 per cent froni 1872 thJ5U7. This action clears the State and th* 

► ail matters ooposmin* the im tend-gnmt fund. ciern u* state and the university in 
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report of the treasurer. The interest from invested funds is slightly 
over 5 pec cent. 

^ Colorado was organized into a State by act of Congress approved 
March 3, 1875, and was admitted on August 1 , 1876. On January 27, 
1879, the State legislature accepted the land-grant act of 1862, 
thereby entitling Colorado to 90,000 acres for the agricultural college! 

On February 11, 1870, the Territorial legislature had establish 
the Colorado Agricultural College, but not until 1877 was the institu- ’ 
tion formally organized. Some two years later it received the land- 
grant endowment. 

To manage the institution, the State legislature established a # 
Stato board of agriculture of 10 members, the. governor and the 
president of the college being ex officio members. All State lands, 
including the agricultural college lands, are under the control of a 
State board of land commissioners, which locates and disposes, of . 
them by lease or sale, turning over the proceeds to the State treasurer 
for disposition as provided by the laws controlling the different funds 
involved. It was some years before any agricultural college lands 
were located, but when location once began they were promptly 
rented and sometimes sold, thus bringing an income, to the college 
from the beginning. From 1905 to 1915 the funds turned over to the 
State treasurer for investment were allowed to remain uninvested, 
or with only bank interest as an income, the yearly income ’of the 
college through the land grant being received almost entirely from 
rentals of lands held by the vState board of 'land commissioners. 

On April 12, 1915, the legislature passed an act placing the perma- 
nent fund under the administration of the State board of anculture 
and providing for its investment at not less than 5 per centfiitere-st. 
Immediately this board began to iiptest the money as fast as offers 
qpuld be accepted by the Stato attorney general. In January, 1917, 
the State auditor reported that the permanent fund^amjunted to 
Si 95,407.06, of which $194,688.55 was invested as required by law to 
net not, less thaiiuS per* cent per annum. So fur there has bpen no 
difficulty in investing the fund in municipal waterworks bonds and 
school district bonds. 




The report of the State board of land commissioners shows that on 
November 30, 1914, there had been located and confirmed from the. 
90,000 acre grant all but 74.37 acTes, and of this amount 55,807.06 
acres had been sold, producing $185,956.34, During the 1913-14 
biennial period 20,540.3 1 acres woce under agricultural leases, giving 
$3,021.70 income; 1,394.46 acres were under coal leases for $12,895; 
and about $3,000 was received in interest, principally bfthk interest, 
Oti the capital $f 4l,85.95fy34. r 
*Co$nechcuhaccc]>U J-th^P^oral gra'nf ^Ltocember 24^1 
received 180,000 acres in scrip. '-This' was immediately sold for 
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' 5135,000 and the interest from the fund granted to Sheffield Scientific 

School of Yale University, June 24, 1863. 

The Storrs Agricultural School was chartered April 6, 1881, and 
opened September 28, 1881. April 21, 1893, the legislature changed • 
the name to Storrs Agricultural College and at the same time trans- 
. f, ‘ rre(1 the land-scrip income from Yale to the new institution. The 
act authorizing the transfer provided for recompensing Yale for any 
damage due to the removal of the- income. Yale immediately took 
its case into court to prevent the change, but ultimat^pwithdrew 
its proceedings and received in January, 1896, $154,604.45 in full 
settlement from the State, the income from the fund going to the 
Storrs Agricultural College. 


In 1899 the name Storrs Agricultural College was changed to Con- 
necticut Agricultural College. 

At first the State invested the capital of the 1862 land-grant fund 
in State bonds, but as these came due the fuj^d remained in the State 
treasury without specific investment. Tfie State legislature in 1905 
(chapter 74) instructed the State treasurer to pay 5 per cent interest 
yearly on this capital, $135,000, without regard to the income derived 
from it; thus it has become in fact a part of the irreducible State 
debt. The money is actually invested in notes secured by real estate 
within the State and brings less than 5 per cent to the State treasury. 

By the act of 1905 tho income is fixed at $6,750 and goes to the 
Connecticut Agricultural College. 

Delaware College was founded February 6, 1833. and after 26 years 
of continuous work was forced to suspend on March 30,, 1859, through 
tho increasing pressure on its slender resources. 

In 1867 the State legislature accepted the Federal land grant of 
1862, and on March 14, 1867, conferred it on Delaware College under 
an agreement with the trustees to reopen the college and to transfer 
a half interest £o the State. On February 17, 1869, the college re-* 
ccived a new charter which was amended in 1913 when the State 
took full title to the institution by conveyance from the trustees of 
all buildings, grounds, and other property. . , * 

Delaware received 90,000 acres ii) scrip and sold it for $83,000, 
investing the money in 6 per cent bonds. In 1877 these bonds were 
sold, certificates of permanent indebtedness bearing 6 per cent inter- 
est being issued to the college in their place. Delaware College re- 
ceives $4,980 yearly income from the Interest on these certificates. 

Florida, in 1870, accepted the Federal land grant and provided for 
the establishment of an agricultural Collegd. The State received 
90,000 acres in scrip, sold jjffoy $8O ( O(10, and invested tbetfiomey, In 
1874, in $lQ0,0Qp worth <A State bonds. ^lihOdglti the' State had 
fchartered m agricultural pdUege §nd had endowed it witb this fund r 
no college hadTjieen built, so that, In Match, 1877, the act eetab- 
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lishing tHe college was amended*and a new start made. Still no 



.was done while the fund went on accumulating, amounting to $120,000 
in 1881. *!n 1SS3-S4 a site was chosen at Lake City, where a building 
was erected and occupied. Four years latqr, 188S-S9, the fund con- 
sisted of $153,S00 in State bonds of Florida and North Carolina, and 
one real estate mortgage of $2,000. 

~ In lfl 04 the State legislature changed the name of the Florida Agri- 
cultural College to University of Florida, j In 1905 ff reorganization 
of all the State-supported colleges of Florida took place. The Buck- 
man Adtof 1905 merged six schools, of which the University of Florida 
was one, into two colleges called the Floridp, Female College and the. 
University of the State of Florida. In 1909 the female college at Tal- 
lahassee had 4ts name changed to Florida State College for Women; 
while the title of the other was shortened to University of Florida. 1 

The Buckman Act of 1905 authorized the relocation of the. univer- 
sity and Gainesville was selected, the fourth sito in its history, where it 
has had its home since the summer of 1906. 

Of the capital fund, amounting to $155, S00, $135,000 is invested in 
State bonds at 3 per cent, the Buckman Act of 1905 making a con- 
tinuing appropriation of $i,716 for the deficit of 2 per cent in the 
interest, p ay able from any fund in the possession of the State board 
.of education; $10,000 is in North Carolina G per cent bonds, $8,000 
in City oT Lakeland 5 per cent bonds, and $2,000 is uninvested. This 
$2,000 was invested in a mortgage; upon payment it was yarried into 
current funds and spent, so that now it must be deducted, leaving 
the capital of the land-grant fund at $153,800.. 

^ Georgia. The State legislate*, December 12, 1866, accepted the 
..1< eder&l land-grant act of 1862^^hus bringing 270,000 acres in scrip 
to the*State. This was sold on long-term credits extending over 10 
years and ultiulately brought $242,202,17. As the money was re- . 
v reived it was invested in interest-bearing securities for the use of the 
agricultural colleges. 

Although the act of 1866 authorized a college of agriculture and 
mechanic art*, it was not until March 30, 1872, that it was provision- 
ally organized. as a department of the State University; the first stu- 
dents' were admitted May 1, 1872. > 

Meanwhile the legislature used the income from the Federal grant 
to encourage several institutions, all “branch colleges” of the Uni- 
versity of Georgia, but each having its owli hoard of control subject 
to the trustees of the university as a court df last recourse. At vari- v 
.o us times five agricultural colleges besides the .St&u{ college at Athens i ♦ 

* * n MAAAl.lAyl — . X ! f . k - . 1 ... .. . *_ 



^ have received some portion of the income; these were located at 
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On July. 21, 1907, the legislature authorized a, separate board of 
control for the Georgia State College of Agriculture and Mechanic 
Arts, but left it subordinate to*the university board and continued 
(lie college as a part of the university. This act reaffirmed the dis- 
position of the income from the lartd-grant fund. The total income, 
$16,934.14, was conferred on the State university, but, the trustees 
"<*re instructed to use $2,000 for the North Georgia Agricultural Col- 
lege at Dnhlonega and $14,954.11 for the Georgia State College of 
Agriculture and Mechanic Arts. 

On June .'40, 1914, the capital of the fund amounted to $242,202.17, 
investeddn a 7 per cent State certificate of indebtedness similar to a 
bond and due in 1934. The income of $16,954.14 per year goes to 
the l Diversity of Georgia for distribution as stated above. 

Idaho*— By the State enabling act, July 3. 1890, Idaho "received 
90.000 acres of land for agricultural and mechanical colleges in lieu 
of the Federal grant of 1S62. 

In 1889 the legislature had established (fie University of Idaho, 
and in 1892 it endowed it with the income from this grant. The 
land arid funds are under the management of the State board of land 
commissioners, which board handles all the State lands. 

The income from the sale of all lands is combined and invested as 
opportunity offers in school bonds, Stale bonds, and farm loans; the 
total income is prorated to the different funds. The income from 
the agricultural college grant varies from year to year as lands aro 
sold or rented. Uio report of the State land department of Idaho, Z' 
June 30, 1914, showed in this fund a capital of $129,615.82, with 
6 1,) 98.3$ acres unsold. The income from interest and rentals was 
$28,425.70. 

Illinois .— On February 28, 1807, the State Legislature of Illinois 
organized the Illinois Industrial University and endowed it with 
tho agricultural college fund. Instead of attempting to handle the' 
•fund the State turned the 480,000 acres in scrip over to -the u«£ 
versity, leaving all matters of management to the trustees. 'Omitting 
fractional parts of sections, 25,440 acres were located in Nebraska 
and Minnesota^ while 454,560 acres in scrip were sold outright for 
$319,494.01, the amount being invested in Illinois county bonds. 

Tho located lands were sold from time to time as opportunity offered, 
and the price was added to the capital of the fund. 

The care of both principal and interest of this fund remained with 
the trustees of tho- university untii 1897, when, owing to a defalcation 
of the university treasurer, the State was obliged to make gppd the 
loss of considerable of the principal of the fund, and co;j§eauentty y 
took oyef i ts ^ijan’agernent. The -State legislature, replaced- tkd prin- 
cipdf % making ife hypart pf irreducible State deb^ o^ wkick it 
49782°=— 18 3 * 
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agreed to |>ny , r > per cent interest perpetually. As the lands are sold 
tl^ proceeds are turned into the State treasury and the. fund is auto- 
matically increased by that amount. On dune 30. 1016, the capital 
of the fund was $640,()l£d)l, on which the State pays 5 per cent inter- 
est to the l'niversitv of Illinois. The income for HUo-lf) was 
$32450.34. 

. . In dune. 1885, thennmeof t hi 1 insfitution was changed to I’niversitv 
of Illinois. ■=. 

Indiana accepted tho lampjjrant act of 1802 on March (i, 1 805, 
receiving 300,000 acres in scrip. 'The legislature of 1803 had been 
urged by the governor to take the necessary action and to designate 
a location for the college, but so many competitors came into the 
field, each wanting the college and its endowment, that the legislature 
finally adjourned without action', leaving it for the session of 1SG5. 

In the same net- that accepted the grant of land a hoard of live, 
the governor being ex ollicio president, was named under the title of 
“The Trustees of the Indiana Agricultural College." This board \tffes 
instrticted to obtain the scrip from I he Secretary yf the Interior, to ' 
sell it, and to invest the proceeds. It does not appear that it was 
empowered to establish or organize a college and the matter of a site 
still remained Ho he settled. This board duly met. organized, ob- 
tained the serip, and on 'April 13, 1807, solil the entire issue for 
S21 2,238. 50, which they invested in Cnited States 5-20 bonds at a 
premium, paying S214,6ST:25 for 8200, ()()() worth of bonds. 

The fight for a locution continued through two more sessions of the 
•legislature witb.no determination. At las*, in 18fi!>, John Purduo 
offered 100 acres of -land, Slot), 000 in, cash, and other gifts; tho citi- 
zens of Tippecanoe County increased this by Sot), 000, and. tlu> % Meth- 
odist Church offered its Battle (iround Institute for a location, f )n 
Ma} b, 1860, the legislature accepted these gifts, located the new 
college in Tippecanoe C ounty, and authorized tho board to organize 
tho college. In Recognition of tho gifts of Mr. Furduo the name of 
tho College was changed to Purdue .University. Later the board 
settled on the 100 acres received from Mr. Purdue as the site of tho 
college. . 

Moan while it was seen that tho institution could not open within i 
the timo sot by Congress, duly 23, 1871 ; so a special act of Congress ■ 
was obtained extending the tirho for the opening of .tho institution to 
Docojt^pr 13, 1874. On March 2, 1874, a few informal classes wore 
hold in' the almost completed .buildings, and on September .16, 1874, 
4 #he new institution formally opened its doors' to students. 

Puring-%.'seKen years of organization ahd construction thp landr • 
J$j$, whi,ch 
fn*»t®a*oa 

increased to a face vahie of $340,0OOli) titSfeindi^boiflgH^ifig^ 

■ 

■ 
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?:i51 ,728.07. In 1881, the State authorized tho Lssuo of a 5 per cent 
. s,ilto ,)oml ‘•'•o April 1, 1901, for this fund, and in 1901 this bond was • 
transferred into a perpetual State . <l„ht. Tho present income of 

1’iiV'dtio University from this fund is 817,000 per year, 5 per cent on 

8340 , 000 . - i v 

Iowa, —Tho Iowa agricultural college wins chartered in 185S and 
, established t he following year on a farm of 640 acres near Ames. On 
September 1 1 , 1802, the State legislature accepted the grant of Con- 
gress, thus obtaining for Iowa 2IU, OOO acres of land and conferred it 
on t he agricultural college at Ames. 

The governor appointed Peter Melondy to locate ’the lands. He 
selected about 50,000 acres of maximum value lands near the Dubuque 
^ Sioux City Railroad and tho Cedar Rapids & Missouri River Rail- 
road. La^>r results showed his good judgment. In all, ho located 
about, 19.1,000 acres, which, on adjustment mid renieasuromcnt, were 
confirmed by the United .States hand Otlice at, 204,209 acres. 

At first those lands were leased at about S per cent on an appraised 
value of Si .50 to 82 per acre, giving at once a satisfactory income, 
from tlie st art- the college maintained a financial agent to hamUolho 
•lauds. This agent bought, sold, and rented lands, invested and re- 
invested the income, -managing tho grant, so well that on Juno' 30, 
1914. the principal amounted to 8686,817.07, invested chiefly in farm 
moHgiigcs, and bringing a net income V 835.191.86 to tho college.. 

Anmw. -Tho legislature of Kansas accepted the Federal land 
grant oji jvbniary 3, 1863, and on February 16 accepted the gift from 
the Methodist ClmroU of tho property of Biuemont Central Collogqas 
a site for the new agricultural college. Here tho Kansas State Agri- 
cultural College was established and endowed with the land want of • 

90, ()()() across 

1 ho colle^i located tho lands to the amount, of 82.31 .5. ,52 acres, the ' 
deficit of 7,686.48 acres being made up by special act of Cuigress in 
1907. Tho lands lmvo been handled by tiio college in tho usual man- 
ner of rental and sale, tho proceeds of sales going to tho principal of 
the fund. On Juiio BO, 1914, the principal was 8491,746.74, with 
7,686.48 acres unsol'd. Tho incomo from investments and ’rental 
was S2;5, 614. 40 fortho year. 

hentuehj accepted tho land-grant net on January 27, 1863, apd 
roeoived thereby 330,000 acres in scrip. Tho State sinking fund 
commissioners sold this for 50 cents per aero, .realizing 8164,960, and 
invested the monoy in Stato 6 per cent bonds. Now began the usual 
struggle u to that part of the State in which should bo located tho 

agricultural-cQllegb to bo established on this foundation.-: /Ayhile the - 

t 
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U niversity, thou located at Harrodsburg. and tho Transylvania Uni- 
versity, which ha<r lojig boon ostablishotl in Lexington, were con- 
solidated. <• 

Tlio consolidated institution, bearing tho name of Kentucky Uni- 
versity, was then removed from Hnrrodshtirg and® established an 
Lexington, and tho ngriculturaV college deadlock in t ho State legis- 
lature was settled by attaching the recently created agricultural 
coUego to the Kentucky University. In order to comply, with the 
requirements of tint legislature, the friends of the university raised 
hy individual subscription §130,000 for the purchase of land for the 
uso of tho agfleiiltural college, Tlio latter oponod its doors to stu- 
dents ip ,1806 as a part of the university. 

For a time this arrangement Worked well, but jn 1875 dissension 
arose over the policy in management of the agrieulMjral work. 

At that time Mr. doliu If. 'Bowman, one of those prominent in tho 
affairs of Kentucky l niversity, offered to organize a separate agri- 
cultural college, the- institution to remain a nominal branch of die 
university. Through his efforts and those of. others a beautiful 
location at Ijcxington of 52 acres and a donation of $30,000 in eitv 
bonds were obtained from the city of I jexington and S20,00(hnddi- 
■tional in county bonds from Fayette County. 

Tho legislature, recognizing tile entire failure of the foundation of 
a State agricultural college in a church controlled university, fipst, 
in 1878, dissolved tho connection ; next, in 1S70, granted a separate 
organization for the agricultural and niech«mal eollegc; and linallv, 
in 1880, accepted the olfer of the city of Ivcxington and established 
the college there. 


On May 10, lt)0s. the name Transylvania University was restored 
to the the church controlled university, while the State agricultural 
and mechanical college was named "State University,- Lexington. 
Kentucky.” An act approved March 15, 1910, again ehangod the 
namo to its present form, “University of Kentucky 

On May 21, 1897, the State lcgislaturcrpasscd an act providing a 
perpetual State liomHor $105,000, bearing interest at G per cent, for 
the land-grant 1802, and instructing .that $1,255.50 of the 

income should go to tho State Normal School for Colored Persons at 
Frankfort and $8,044.50 to tho State University. 

Louisiana. > flie^St n'to legislature accepted tho land grant In 1809, , 
thereby entitling the State to 210,000 acres in scrip. This scrip wasl 
intrusted to a State board of commissioners, who sold it and invested 
the proceeds in Louisiana State bonds, On April 7, 1874, the agri- 
cultural and mechanical college required by the grant was c]}ar- 
t^ed^the tiptoes 'were ninfl citizens, ^aeptifapd by ( tod 

foiH 1 ex offic io ^ erap-the go /emor, t’: o ft ten gbve jQpr, 
"clbaef jushcVr'and the superintendent of ptiblk instruction. While 


■the LAxp o rants and the i.and-orant cou.eoks, 
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tlio board was looking W a ])ermanent location, it opened the college 
in New Orleans in tho building of tho University of Louisiana, cor- 
ner of Baronnc and Common Streets. The lirst students were admit- 
ted on November 16, 1S74, night and day classes being held. 

in tho lirst report of the hoard to the general assembly of 1,875 _ 
appears a detailed ueeount of the sale of the land scrip and invest- 
ment of the fund. ^ 


flS2,«H0.40 


KECK UTS. 

‘jn!),920 acres of scrip, at 87 cents. . f. ^ 

Sidle appropriation, net, to pay in purl expires ..f prncuwne, selling, 

ami delivering paid scrip % j qq 

Interest on State l>o'mls inaturtMl and j» r i- t>> Nu\ . 1, ls?2 21270 00 


Total. 


208, 725. 40 


expkmiiti'iikm: 


l*"r purchasing 827 h.ujtls, of $I,(XK> earh. 

Expenses of procuring scrip,, etc 

t’arii oil hand 


. .. 1205,280.00 
8,310.37 
135.03 




T " tal; ■ -08. 725.40 

This jixes the capital of tho fuhil at S:t27,00#iu State lionds, at I)' 
ycr cent. The hands were. tiHined over to the trustees of the college, 
who deposited them witli the State treasurer. 

I" 1874 a constitutional aiiiendment provided for refunding the 
entire State debt. Although there seemed to lie some doubt whether 
nr not the hands of the land-grant endowment fund were included, 
yet it scorned wise to the trustees to enter them. Accordingly, in 
1S75 tho $227,000 in Ixituls were exchanged for 5196,200 worth of 
new bonds, at 7 pci- cent, a discount of 40 per cent'. 

Meanwhile, as n« permanent site laid been secured; tho legislature, 
on May I'D; 1877, passed un.act uniting the old Louisiana State Uni- 
versity, formerly the State Seminary, ut Baton Rouge, and the new 
agricultural and mechanical college of^NoW Orleans on the site at 
Baton Rouge.' Here, on October 5, 1877, the Ixiufaiana. State' Uni-' •" 
xcristy and Agricultural and Mechanical College began its present 

histoTy. \ 

Shortly after this permanent site was obtained tho^new constitu- 
tion of 1879 wont into effect. Again tho land-grant endowment was 
changed. The 7 per cent bonds for fl96,20p were canceled and the V* 
State auditor was instructed to enter op his books td the.credit of ’ 
the university (evidently meaning the institution at Batoji Rojige) * 
'“ ie ; papi.tnl. debt .of '.$182, 313.0:1, oh which the State agr^ ^bay^ 
ip P-^PStnp^JjrvV 7No.; : l>pilda . o r? c©^ iasuibd 

^ggb* ^ 

of M 


*rep 


. ■ 
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$9,115.69 per Fear is paid to the Louisiana Stated! Diversity and 
Agricultural and Mechanical College* 

Maine. The State legislature accepted the land grant in 186.1 unci 
received 210,000 a tree in scrip. On February 25, 1865, it chartered 
the State College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts and endowed it 
with the income from the grant The college was established on a 
site at Orono, donated by' the towns of Orono and O'ldtown. The 
citizens of Bangor also contributed $11,000 for the college. ' The first 
students were admitted on September 14, 1868. In 1 1S97 its name 
was changed to University of Maine. 

-The land sc rip was sold in several parcels between 1865 and- 1S70, 
bringing a total of $1 10,359.20. which sum served to purchase Si 18,300 
face \ alue of bonds. As interest was paid, it was reinvested from 
time to time, until we lind the .treasurer of the college on December 
31, 1870, reporting the following condition of the fund: 


Bonds of the State Maine, at G per cent .... 

Preferred stock, Minnesota Valley R R. <'.» , ut 10 per cenl 
City of Bangor bonds, at G per cent. 


$118,300 
10 , 000 
6 . 000 


After, this date no further reinvestment of interest, was added to 
the capital. In 1874 the treasurer of the college for the first time 
distinguishes the capital derived from the -sale of scrip from that 
derived from investments of accumulated interest and reports the 
first item us SI 18.400 (evidently an error of 8100) and the second 
as $16,000, a total of 8134,400. 

In 1889, the legislature authorized the issuance of a 30-year State, 
bond for $118,300 at 5 per cent, to cover the land-grant fund. This 
will come due Juno 1, 1919. The University of Maine receives the 
income of 5^915 per year. 

Maryland — The State legislature in 1856 (ch. 97 , t Laws of 1856), 
passed an act ( bartering the Maryland Agricultural College. Al- 
though a private corporation, it received an annuul appropriation of 
$6,000 from the State. Tho institution was established on u farm 
of 480 acres in Prince Georges Couuty and was opened for students 
in the fall of 1859. In 1804 the legislature accepted the FcderaL 
land grant, bringing 210,000 acres* in scrip to the State, and conferred 
the income from the fund op tho Maryland -Agricultural College. 

» In 1866 the trustees were roquired to deed a half interest in tho 
college to the State in return for an appropriation of $45,000 to pay 
its debts. In this act the legislature sot aside 10 per cent of the 
capital of the land-grant fund— the amount authorized by tho act 
to be expended in the pqpsha^e. o£ land— to he paid into, the State 
treasury to reimburse the Ststtf jit part for tbe amount appropriated 
in purchasing the half interest} accordingly, the State treasurer 
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deducted 811,250 from the selling price of the scrip, $112,504, and 
invested the remainder in 6 per cent State bonds, paying the interest 
annually, less $90 State tax, to the college. Ia 1872 the legislature 
made good these illegal deductions and restored the capital to $1 12,- 
504. By favorablo investments from timo to time the capital has 
been slightly increased so that on June 30, 1914, it was as follows: 

Four per cent State loan of 191-4 $97 143 60 

Three per rent State loan of 1 902 38 ' 800 00 

Three and. one-half per rent public building Kan. . . 30 oqq 00 

Four per cent State loan of 1912 ...... 20 000 00 

Total * 1 IS, 9-13. 60 

The legislature makes an annual appropriation to cover the deficit 
in interest below the full 5 per cent required by act of Congress. 

OiuMnnJi 20, 1914, by action of the legislature, the State fore- 
closed its mortgage on the college property, and, as it already owned 
a half interest, it took over the balance with the consent of the private 
stockholders. This action made the Maryland Agricultural College 
"holly the property of the .State. In 1 91 G a new charter was granted 
and the' title chang^ to “Maryland State College of Agriculture.” 
Massachusetts - -Imo legislature of Massachusetts accepted the 
land grant on April 18, 1863, and reoeivbd 360,000 acres in scrip. 
B\ act of April 27. 1863, it divided t lie fund, conferring one-third of 
the income on the Massachusetts Institute of Tecluiology and tWo- 
thirds on the trustees of the Massachusetts Agricultural College. 

The origin of both these institutions, although dated before the 
national land-grant act of July 2, 1862, was clue to the same general 
movetnent throughout the country that led to action in Congress; 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology was chartered as a private 
corporation on April 10, 1861, and established in Boston, While 
live years previously, in 1856, (he Massachusetts School of Agriculture 
ltad been chartered hut never opened; the land-grant endowment 
put new life into both. 

On April 29, 1863, the Massachusetts School of Agriculture was 
definitely abandoned, and a new institution was chartered called' 
the Trustees of the Massachusetts Agricultural College. On May 
11, 1864, an act was passed changing this name to Massachusetts 
Agricultural College and providing that 10 per cent of the land 
scrip he used for the purchase Sf a site for the now college. Accord- 
ingly, on May 11, 1864, 36,000 acres in, scrip Were transferred io the 
Massachusetts Agricultural College to be sold and the proceeds used 
to purchase a site. Tie *29,778.40, received from the sole of the 
scrip, was used in part payment of the property at Amherst, costing 
$ 34 , $ 99 .- 50 . Here the first studduts were admitted OctoheF'2, 1867 . 
Thw balance of the scrip was ,qid by the State frontline to time 
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snd the money invested, the income going " as provided by law 
one-third to the Massachusetts Institute of . Technology and two- 
thirds to the Massachusetts Agricultural College. 

In the treasurer’s report of t he Massachusetts Agricultural College 
under date of January. 186S, appears a statement that the scrip 
was entirely sold for $205,509, which had been invested in $201,700 
worth of bonds at various rates of interest, with S5,724.65 casli 
balance on hapd. The total irjpOme is given as $12,445.48, divided 
between the two institutions as required by law. 

In 1871 the fund had grown by fortunate reinvestments to $208,- 
464.65, when the legislature increased it to a round $350 000 In 
1876 it had grown to $360,067.40. In 1882 the legislature divided 
the fund rougldy into money received from the sale of scrip, $219,000 
called the “Technical Education Fund, United States Grant”;’ ami 
the increments due to fortunate investments, reinvestments, and 
State grants, $141,575.35, called "Technical Education Fund, 
Commonwealth Grant." It is now considered that, the United 
States grant only is subject to the 5 per cent investment requirement. 

The United States grant is invested in Massachusetts prison and 
hospital loan bonds at 5 per cent and brings a yearlv income of 
$3,650 to the Massachusetts Institute of Techntilogv and $7,300 to 
the Massachusetts Agricultural College. 

Michigan .— As early as 1844 a popular movement iu favor of 
agricultural instruction gained considerable momentum in Michigan. 
The State constitution of 1850 contained a section requiring that a 
school of agriculture be founded. This movement culminated in an 
act passed February 12, 1855, whereby a school of agriculture was 
established under the control of the State board of education. This- 
boaru selected a site of 676 acres near Lansing, and therd tho institu- 
tion was opAed May 15, 1857. 

This was the first exclusively agricultural college in the United 
States. Michigan was tho.first State to recognize the general demand 
for scientific collegiate training in agricultural lines and by its agri- * 
CU ”J| ra ^ c °U e g e strengthen the general movement in that direction. 

The State legislature accepted the land grant February 25 1865 
and received 240,000 acres. This grant was placed under the control 
of the State board of education for tho benefit of the agricultural 
college. Latpr^a State board or agriculture was created to have tho 
management of the college and pll its property. Tho board of edu- 
cation selected . agricultural lands, omitting the valuable pine timber, 
evidently believing that some obligation Tested on them to select 
7a^cultiiral lands for ah Agricultural college. They located the full 
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As the lands were sold the amounts received were turned in to the 
State treasurer and loaned to the State on book account at 7 per cent 
interest. This interest gdes to the agricultural college, which receives 
nlso, as part of the yearly income, the interest paid by purchasers 
of land on unpaid balances. On June 30, 1914, the capital loaned 
to the Stato was $991,673.86, which, together with the interest on 
unpaid balances of land ^purchase money, produced $71,324.94 
income for the agricultural collego. There were 50,485.49 acres still > 
unsold. 


Minnesota. —On February 19, 1861, the Legislature of Minnesota 
passed an act organizing a State university, and on March 10, 1858, 
nn act establishing a Stato agricultural College. The agricultural- 
college never was born, and tho university," although actually begin- 
ning work, did not got its affairs to a stable foundation until the 
reorganization Of 1868. ^ 

On January 27, 1863, tUp legislature accepted the terms of the 
Federal land-grant act of July 2, 1862, and thereby brought to 
Minnesota 120,000 acres for an agricultural college.' This acceptance 
carried no provision for a college or for the administration of the 
Jnndsj consequently another net be.came necessary. On March 3, 
1863,* the commissioner of the general land office of Minnesota was 
empowered to select tho lands donated for the endowment of a 
collego of agriculture and mechanic arts. Still no college was organ- 
ized, noijany beneficiary of the fund nnmod. 


On March. 2, 1865, the original act of 1858 chartering the State 
agricultural collego was amended and practically rewritten ; in this 
act a clauso endowing the college .with tho 1862 land-grant fund was 
incorporated; again no collego resulted. Finally, on February 18, 
I, -'an act was passed to reorganize and provide for the govern- 
ment and regulation of the tjniversity of Minnesota. The university 
was authorized to establish a college of agriculture ns one of its 
departments, and tho 1862 land-grant furjd was granted to it for 
this purpose. ... 

. Even now tho work was not complete; the commissioner of the 
State land office had authority, only to locate tho lands, not to dis- 
pose pf them; consequently, an- act was passed on March 5, 1868, 
authorizing . him to sell the lands that he had located and <to invest 
the proceeds. 

Although the University of Minnesota had been- in more or less 
active operation for 17 years, -since November 26, 1851, the reorgani- 
sation act of February 18, 1868, marks , the real beginning of. its 
history. The land-grant fund of 1 862. may therefore Wit ^ ' 
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Of the grant of 120,000 acres, 94,439 acres were located a nd ; con- 
firmed to the State, 25,511 being double minimum lands. Sales 
were made on long-time contracts, and leases of various privileges 
were made. In 1914 the fund accumulated from the various sources 
amounted to S579, 430.26, giving an interest return of $22,257.86, 
4 per cent on the invested funds. The deficit of 1 per cent is made 
up by the board of regents of the university, which authorizes a 
transfer of funds each year for this purpose from the general support 
provided by the State. 

Mississippi .— On October 30, 1866, the Legislature of Mississippi 
accepted the 1862 land grant, and through Gov. Humphreys applied 
to the Commissioner of the General Land Office at Washington for the 
210,000 acres in scrip due the State. It seems difficult to determine 
why this application was refused. One reason offered is that the 
time had expired for accepting the grant; another suggests that the 
action of the State legislature was not recognized because the State 
had not been reconstructed. The files of the General Land Office 
fail to disclose any reason. However, Congress, on May 13, 1871, 
passed the time extension amendment, and on the same day the 
reconstructed State legislature under Gov. Alcorn again accepted 
the grant and conferred two-fifths of the fund on the University of 
Mississippi and three-fifths on an institution (or negroes established 
bv the same act and called Alcorn University. This action was 
satisfactory to Washington and on September 21, 1871, there were 
turned over to Govv Ah^oru 1,312 pieces of scrip culling -f^r 209,920 
acres of public land. 

Before any sale of the scrip eould'he made, th (^legislature, on April 
18, 18/3, authorized that it be used to aid in the construction of the 
Vicksburg & Nashville Railroad. An injunction prevented action 
until the friends of the college in tlm legislature were able to amend 
the act and to introduce* conditions which ultimately prevented 
acceptance by the railroad. . ' * 


After this narrow escape the scrip was put on the market and by 
January 1, 1874, alljmd been sold at 90 cents 'per aero, bringing a 
total of $188,928 to be divided, three-fifthsrto .Alcorn University 
and two-fifths to the University of Mississippi*. 

‘ . The-endowment for Alcorn University, amounting to 1113,351.80, 
was first diminished by a, payment of $10,500 for part of the uni- . 
.'versify tract; the remainder, $102,851.80, was invested* as a perma- 
nent intof^trbe^^ fund in Mississippi Stato bonds, at a di^coiint, 
to;tho amiount of $123,150/ on which interest ap. 8 f per cent, was paid. 

V sWa* )af ; the s tjniyersity of Mississippi was hdndled in the same 
^.manner except that fio deduction was made for the purchase of land 
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the colleges, the remainder being applied to swell the capital of 
Ihe fund. As a result, when 'it became necessary to reinvest the 
fund on January 1, 1876, an investment of $227,150 was made in 
■"> per cent Stat<5 bonds. 

It was soon found that Alcorn University could not use all the 
funds’providod for it. Besides three-fifth a. of the in^mo from the 
land-grant fund, it had been granted libel^appropriations by the 
State legislature. In 1874, following several disturbances or 
‘‘strikes” at the institution, its funds were substantially reduced, 
mid its share of tho land-grant fund was divided with Oxford Uni- 
versity, another college for colored students. Finally; by act of 
hebrunry 28, 1878, the legislature deprived Oxford University of 
all participation in the fund. Alcorn University was reorganized 
under tho title “Alcorn Agricultural and Mechanicnl (College of the 
State of Mississippi,” and received one half of the income from the 
fund, while the other half'wcnt to the institution for white students. 

The University of Mississippi was’ established on February 20, 
1840, and opened for students on November 6, 1848. With the 
exception of the Civil War period, 1862 to 1865, it has been in con- 
tinuous and successful operation. When tho trustees, by the act of 
tlio legislature of May 13, 1871, wero called upon to establish a 
college of agriculture, they found it difficult to get away from the 
cultural and academic ideas of college education. 

After several meetings of the board to discuss ways and means, a , 
. professor of agriculture was appointed, and 25 acres of the uni- 
versity’s land wero set asido for a demonstration farm. Two years 
later no students in agriculture were registered, and tho 25-acre 
farm wfts still in process of development. Until 1876 efforts to 
develop tho agricultural department wero continued in a small way, 
when the legislature, seeing tho lack of success, began to consider 
other means of using tho land-grant endowment, which finally took , 
definite form in the organization of the collego of agriculture as a 
separate institution in 1878. 

On February 28, 1878, tho legislature incorporated the Agricul- 
tural and Mechanical College of Mississippi, an institution for white 
students, and endowed it with one-half of tho income from the 
land-grant fund. The State university was deprived of this income. 

Taking advantage of tho provision, that 10 per cent’ of the capital 
of the fund might be used for the purchase of land, $15,000 was 
used to purchase property in Oktibbeha County', 4 miles from 
Starkville, for the site of the agricqltural and mechanical college ..fit'.' 
wjiites. . The; citizens of the .town and. county-provided $9,000.c | 
additidfcaUK Here 

was 'charged entirely 

against the half . |^pof~tho collego for' whites, thus reducing its 
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capital in the fund 'to $98,575, at which figure it remains, while 
Alcorn receives the income from $113,575. 

The entire fund is held in the State treasury, invested in State 
jj bonds at 6 per cent and duo in 1928. The Alcorn Agricultural And 
Mechanical College receives an income from the fund of $6,814.50 
) per annum, and the Mississippi Agricultural and Mechanical College 
receives $5,914 per annum. 

1 (r Missouri. 2 — The State University was established by act of the 

^State legislature, approved February 11, 1839. The institution was 
located at Columbia June 24 of the same year. In the spring fol- 
lowing, instruction in academic branches began. 

Oil March 10, 1863, the State legislature accepted the provisions 
of the act of Congress granting 330,000 acres to the State, and the 
usual struggle ensued as to the disposition of the fund. It was seven 
years boforo a conclusion was reached. On February 24, 1870, a 
bill was passed establisliing an agricultural and mechanical college 
at Columbia and a school of mines at Rolla, both as departments of 
the University of Missouri. Three-quarters of the ineoipe from the 
fund was granted to the agricultural and mechanical college and 
one-quarter to the school of mines. 

The lands granted were selected within the limits of the State, and," 
after appraisal by the board of curators, almost all of them were 
sold. During the management of the lands there was a constant 
change in the amount of acreage belonging to the State. A quantity 
of the land was located along projected railways at double minimum 
rates; afterwards tho routes wore changed and allowances were made 
in larid to tho State for tho change bac£ to ordinary minimum ' 
locations. ^ . * 


On February 6, 1889, tho State had selected 329,651.46 acres from, 
the grant of 330,000 acres. Of this land, 54,515.13 acres werb double 
minimum; thero had been deducted errors in Computation amount- 
ing *to 4,626.68 acres to tho disadvantage of the State. In addition, 
160 acres had been granted twice, whilo 586.34 acre® which had been 
approved by the Secretary of tho Interior had been previously sold 
to other parties. These various items aggregated 59,888.15 acres* 
giving a total actual receipt in lands by the university on February 
6, 1889; of -269,763.31 acres. Since that date there have been 
granted *to the State the following additional allotments: 

May 14, 1890, 5,228.86 acres, after deducting 120 acres for double 
minimum selections. / 


September 8, 1900, 2,000 acre$; and April 13, 1907, .40 .acres. 

This makes a total of 277,066.76 acres which have actually been 1 
by. the State and university under: the terins : ? of the* Federal 
^grant J V.l; "V : -V.-' “ , 
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As fast as the lands were ’sold the proceeds were turned . into iue 
State treasury, and certificates of indebtedness were issued bearing 5 
P$r cent interest. In this way S349.881.19 of the fund has becobe, 
P^rt of the irreducible State debt. Under a constitutional amenS-^ 
ment adopted in 1902 all subsequent sales must be invested in munici- 
pal, county, school district, or drainage bonds of Missouri. These 
investments in 1914 amounted to $16,000. 

The interest for the year 1914-15 was $17,994.06 and was used for 
the two colleges in the proportion provided by law. 

Montana. On February 16, 1S93, the State legislature incor- 
porated the Montana College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts and 
. placed ;its control in the hands of the State board of education. This 
board also controlled the State university and other State institutions. 
The actual management of the college was invested in an executive 
board of five members, appointed by the governor with the consent 
of the board of education: 


The board of education located, the college at Bozeman, on a 
tract of 180 acres presented by the city of Bozeman fo: the purpose. 
Work was begun on .September . 15, 1893, in the buildings of the 
Bozeman Academy and High School. 

. In the State enabling act of February 22, 1889, Congress conferred 
on Montana two grants of land in aid of colleges of agriculture and 
the mechanic arts. One, of 90,000 a<*fcs, was made in lieu of the 
grants to the several States in 1862 and was therefore subject to all 
the conditions of the 1862 grant; the other, of 50,000 acres, was a 
free gift conditioned only by the requirements that it be used for a 
college of agricultiye and mechanic arts and that the minimum sale 
sale price be $10 per acre; this minimum sate price applies to all of 
Montana’s lands. 


All the State lands are in charge of a State board of land commis- 
sioners, which locates, sells, or rents them, turning the proceeds over, 
to the State treasurer for investment for tlmuse of tho college, as pro- 
vided by law. 

The State legislature, in order to obtain funds for the construction 
of. college buildings and noting the lack of specific restrictions om 
the 50,000-acre grant, voted March 6, 1895, to authorize the State 
board pf land commissioners to issue bonds to the amount of $100,000, 
due in 25 years, with the /50,000-jicrejgrant as security, and to use the 
proceeds of this bond issue for buildings and equipment oJ4he col- 
lege. Some of the citizens of the State deemed this interpretation of 
the conditions surrounding the grants as erroneous, and held that 
both grants should be subject to the. restrictions contained in the 
federal Itod-grrfht &ct of 1862. rThe casA was taken into <court, but S 

r t decided 
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33, Montana Reports, p. 365) which seemed to favor the contention 
of those persons who held that the^saino conditions applied to both' 
grants and- that the 50,000-acre grant had been illegally bonded for 
construct ioiL'pufp oses, A State referendum vote,' in 1008, directed, 
that the 50,000-acre grant bonds he replaced by StatoJionds and that 
both grants he considered as subject to all the restrictions contained 
in the Federal land-grant act of 1802* Since that time the two 
grants have been considered as one granj of 1-10,000 acres. 

In 1912 it was discovered that a part of t he capital from the 
140,000-acre grants had been invested at less than 5 per cent, and 
that the iycome hud ‘been charged.with its proportionate share of the 
expenses-'of management. These errors were immediately Corrected. 
The St ate treasurer on order of the St^te board of land commissioners 
on January 4, 1012, shifted securities amounting to $203,000, using 
permanent school fund bonds for the purpose, so that an income of 
5 .per cent is* obtained on all the agricultural college fund. The 
illegal charge for management was corrected by' the legislature 
through an appropriation of $19,373.32 under date of March 10, 1913, 
which was placed to the credit of the income fund of the agricultural 
college grant. 

On June 30, 1914, the. report of t ho State board of land commis- 
sioners shows the following condition of the grouts: 


. Condition of the fund grant in 1914 • 

1 


* 

0 rants. 

Acres 

select eti and 
conlirmod . 

Acres sold. 

Acres rented. 

90, 000-acre (front 

88,907.75 
49, 980. 33 

12,182. ;j:» 

GO, *03. 92 

50, OOOaere grant.: 



Total *. 

138, 954.08 

31 017.71 

Uij tp 





In.rstment of the capital. 


Itond invest*. 

,RUIls ' : meats. 

i 

payments. 

Cosh on 
hand. 

Total. 

90,0004KTO grant 1 

172, *493. 27 
* 87,179.38 

121,910.34 

16,015.93 

- 194,403.61 
103,795.31 
334,980.00 

SO, 000-acre grant .. . 

Both grants ' 1334,950 00 




Total..: ' 334^950.00 

‘ 1 

159,072.05 

38,520. 27 1 «M, 149.92 


I Tile income for tho year 1914-15 was as follows: ’ 

'Income from rental of 06,503.92 acres , ), $8, 432. 10 

■> „ Interest on deferred payments. ^ 327. 21 

L^lnterefcfc on invested funds \ XQ f 93^ 51 
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By an act of the legislature, approved March 14, 1913, the univer- * 
sity at Missoula, the college of agriculture and mechanic arts at 
Bozeman, the school of mines at Butte, the State normal School at 
Dillfln, and all institutions of higher learning which may bo estab- 
lished in the future were consolidated to form the University of 
Montana. 


Nebraska . — From the first Nebraska- devoted all its efforts to build- 
ing up one collegiate institution, the University of Nebraska. 

On February 15, 1869, the University of. Nebraska was established 
by act of tho State legislature, the trustees being authorized to es- 
tablish five colleges or departments: (1) A college of literature*, 
science, and arts; (2) an industrial college, embracing agriculture, 
practical sertmeo, civil engineering, and the mechanic arts; (3) a col- 
lege of law; (4) a college of medicine; and (5) a college of fine arts. 

In 1875 the State constitution ratified and confirmed this la\*>* 

In 1877, and again in 1899, tho State legislature amendedyand ' 
revised the act of 1 869, aiubprovidcd the charter which, with slight 
changes in 1909 'and 1^1 1( still governs tho university. The uni- 
versity was located at Lincoln. 

Liider tho amendments of 1909 the Industrial College Vas. expanded 
into two departments, a college of engineering and a college of agri- 
culture, including tho school of agriculture at Lincoln./ 

. By tho land-grant act of 1862 Nebraska received 90,000 acres* for 
the agricultural college. This was accepted by tire State legislature- 
and granted to tlio university t % A commission was appointed in 1867 
to select tho lands which were to bo leased at 6 per cent of tlfeir 
appraised value or to behold at public auction to the ^person sub- 
.mitting the highest bid over and above a fixed minimum value; at 
first this minimum was set at $5 per ajcre, but later it was rkised to $7. 

All the State's educational lands arc under tho control of a State 
board of educational land and funds which handles tho rentals and 
sales, turning over the proceeds to the Stato treasurer. Two funds 
latfe maintained. The first, composed of all the receipts fronp the sale 
pf is invested in interest-bearing securities. On November 30, 
(1914, the State -auditor reported tho investment of this permanent 
/fund as follows: 

' . Agricultural cnllcqe endowment fund. 


3 per cent bonds : $20, 000 

3$ per cent bonds 101, 000 

4 per cent bonds ; .. . A 104,000 

4J per cent bonds.*: $3 | 700 

6 per cent bonds. A... . ........ V. . . j . \$5, 500 $ 

'•“ 1 - ' '' ' " •'••• ' “ 2, 685 

3,277 
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The other fund, colled *■ University income fund, 1 ' is composed of 
the interest on tlio invested funds both of the agricultural college aVul 
the university grants, interest on unpaid pnrehaso money for land 
rentals of lands, and bank interest on daily balances/ For the year 
1913-14 the university imported an income on this fund of $31, 096.84. 

The tendency to pay more careful attention to tho 5 per cent re- 
quirement in, investments is shown in the, report of tho State treasurer 
for 1915-16. Permanent fields have been reinvested at increased 
rates, so that the fund yields ml income of $47,427.45, with the 
following schedule of investments: 


3 per cent bonds -. . 
3$ per cent bonds. 

4 per cent bonds. . 
4$ per cent bonds. 

5 per cent bonds. . 
5J per cent bonds. 

6 per cent bonds. ; 


$20, 000 
GO, 000 
104,.0O(j 
127, 100 
251, 7(W 
5, 0(X) 
7,700 


Total investments. 


575 , 500 

Nevada was created a State by art of Congress approved March 21, 
1864. Tho first State legislature passed a bill, approved March 19; 

,* 1865, for the establishment of an agricultural and mechanical college 

to bo located in Washoe County. This college,, however, failed to '* 
materialize. 

On July 4, I860, an act of Congress granted to Nevada 72 sections 
of land for the umvprsity and 90,000 acres, in lieu of the original' * 
1862 land grant to the States, for the college of agriculture and the 
mechanic art* This act further provided that the income from the • 
90,000-acre grant might bo diverted to the use of the school of mines 
AUhough Nevada immediately received the land grants to estab- 
lish its higher educational institutions, there was so little demand 
for a college that nothing was done for some yearn toward the actual 
opening of such an institution. On March 8, 1873, the legislature 
provided for the establishment of the university and homed Elko as 
its site. Here on October J2, 1874, tho preparatory department' 
began work. The school of mines was opened in 1882. On March 7 
1885, the legislature authorized tlie removal of the institution to 
Keno, where it was reopened on March 31, 1886, with 37 students in " 
the preparatory and minuig departments. In September of. the fol- 
lowing year all the remaining departments were transferred to Reno 
From the, first the .university lias-been the only State collegiate 
ypstitution and has embraced the aep.artmen.tawjf agriculture, me- 
jchanic^arts, and mining, as well as the usual colW courses. . As i 

i^erestsi lor piany yeiSwLdommated . 

agriculture been developed tcTany ^In 1895 ' 

L . 
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schools of mechanical and civil engineering were introduced, which 
have now been combined with the school of mines to form the college 
. of engineering. 

The management of the 90,000-acre grant was intrusted 'to the 
hoard of regents of the State university. * 

By an act of Congress approved March 16, 1872, the time for 
accepting the grant and establishing the college by the State of Nevada 
was extended to May 10, 1877, and on December 31, 1878, the trustees 
reported that part of the 90,000-acre grant htufr been sold for 
345,395.38, none of which was invested. 

On December 31, 1882, the capital of the fund was* SG2, 412.54-;* of 
which $17,000 was invented iii Nevada State bonds, issue -of 1881; 
and $35,000 in United States bonds at 4 per cent, with $10,412,54 
uninvested. In addition to the interest on these investments there 
wus considerable interest on contracts for the sale .of land. The full 
. capital of the fund was composed of two items, amounts actually 
paid in from the sale of lands and amounts outstanding inwthe form 
of unpaid purchase money bearing a good rate of interest, and secured 
by the lands themselves. In handling the funds it was believed that- 
any deficit below the required 5 per cent in the interest from invested’ 

* funds could be made-up by any excess above 5 percent in the inter- 
est on outstanding purchase money, and thut only a net '5 per cent 
return on the total cupital was required by the act of Congress. - 
■* from 1 §83 to 1899 the reports ofthe treasurer of the university 
do not mention either principal orintorest of the 90,000-acre grant; ' 
the interest was evidently collected by the State treasurer and in- 
cluded with general State funds, while the legislature, in making its 
annual appropriations for the support of the university, was cohsidered 
to have included this interest without specific ihention to that effect, 
and the treasurer, of the university did not distinguish such interest 
from other State funds iii his accounts. 


On December 31, 1899, the fund was again reported as principal 
of the 90,000-acre grant, $128, 600; with the statement that “it has 
about reached its maximum/' evidently because all the lands were 
sold. This report was not strictly accurate, as the principal from 
the grant of 72 ’sections for w university . was evidently included. 
The -fund was invested in United States and NevadavState bonds, 
the interest going to the State treasurer and being reappropHated 
as in previous years by the State legislature. The interest was; given 
as $^,144, or about 4’ per cent on the. principal. . < 

On June.30, 1915, the capital, of the fund was* reported at: $107;? 
363,73 u a reduction of; $2 1 ,236.27 irotitathe report of 189& which^iS' 
eyM^iitly; due ^;to* : thft^ ^ 
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wing to the way in which this fund has been confused with others 
during ltd management, a careful and detailed investigation and/ 

. computation will he necessary to determine what amounts are in* 
. default from underinvest merit and from failure to turn over all 
interest to the university. 

. ll(lin P sll ‘rr. - Tho New Hampshire College of Agriculture and 
the Mechanic Arts was organized as a part of Dartmouth Colley by 
. act of tho Stut0 legislature approved Juno 7, 1866. Four of tho nine 
trustees were appointed by tho trustees of Dartmouth College. The 
college was opened for students September 4, 1868, at Hanover. 

I'hree years previous to its incorporation tho legislature, July 9 
1863, had accept <‘d tho land grant under tho act of 1862, bringing 
150,000 acres in scrip to New Hampshire. ’ ° 

In 1867 the scrip was put on tho market and sold for 880,000 
which was invested in New Hampshire State bonds at 6. per cent' 

In 1884 mu! |f>s5 these bonds matured, and tho legislature created an 
agricultural college fund as part of the irreducible. Stale debt. Tho 
State pays 6 per cent interest on this fund, giving a yearly income of 
$4,800 to tin* collect*. 

Tho. college remained affiliated with Dartmouth College until 1903 
when it was moved from Hanover to an independent site at Durham’ 
'This notion was made possible by' Mr. Benjamin Thompson, who left - 
in his will his entire farm and practically all his property to tho 
college. 

In 1910 the college began to receive tho income from the Thompson 
endowment of nearly 8800,000. Besides the land-grant fund of 1862 
it receives the annual appropriation under tho- second Morrill Act 
and the appropriations in aid of agricultural experiment stations and 
for extension work. % • 

New Jersey.— Rutgers College received a royal charter as Queens 
College on November 10, 1766. A second charter was granted on 
March 20, 1 770. Jn 1 77 1 tho college work was started at New Bruns- 
wick, and in 1808 the present site was acquired. In 1825 tho namo 
of tho institution was changed by the State legislature to Rutgers 
College in honor of Col. Ilenry fcutgers, of New YorIc City, a generous 
benefactor." 

h Tho college began with the traditional classical course, which itdias 
always maintained. April 4, 1864, the trustees organized science 
courses, and tho coHego was declared by the State legislature to be 
the State collego for the benefit -of agriculture and the mechanic arte 
land the beneficiary of the 1 862 land-grant fund. 

_ The endowment 0f.2l0,000 acres ip scrip was accepted by the 
State legislate Maj42I, 18% I*. pold by $ s]i&al ponum*. ‘ 
Bton appointed by the legislature-, MngmglUS, 945.96, to Which the 
trustees of Rutgers Collego ■added $54.Q6totaaknan even $116,000,. 

% ..J- •? . 
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Mx was then invested in 6 per cent State bonds. As these bonds 
inatured the capital was turned in to the State sinking fund and mTde 
part of the irreducible State debt. The State now pays 5 per cent 
interest on tins fund to Rutgers. College under a law passed in 1896 
((i.rii. Stat. N. J., 1896, secs. 5-1, 55, and 56). 

AVie-J/mco.—On February 28, 1889, the Territorial* legislature 
minded the college of agriculture and the mechanic arts at Mesilla 
% I ark and designated it .Is the beneficiary of all grauts to the State- 
in aid of colleges of agriculture and mechanic arts. It opened for 

its first session Mnrcii 10, 1*890. . 

On June 21, lS»S, Congress granted to New Mexico 100,000 acres of 
land for the agricultural college, and again, in the State enabling act, 

1. >0,000 acres ,n lieu of the grants made to the several States under 
tin* net of 1S(52. /"N 

' The receipts from the 150,000-acre gr&t coh.pose tluv capital of 
tht! ngncultunii college endowment fund. 

Ail State lands are handled by a State land commission- which 
Inins over the proceeds from sale or rental to' the State treasurer • 
I lie treasurer is fequjml by law to keep the proceeds-of each grant in 
a separate account. A minimum salo price of S3 and $5 per acre 
«I.T*'%lmg on the character of the land, has been fixed by law or • 
lands may be rented at an appraised value. Up to Juno 30 1915 
iioiui 6f tho 1 50, 000-acre grunt had been sold or rented and no income 
Imd been derived from it for the benefit of tile college 

Sew York .- In 1903 the trustees of Co mall Univomitv caused to 
bo prepared a. most careful and elaborate luslory'of the I860 land 
- grant and its relation to Cornell University. The following facts are 
'taken from this work, called: “The history of tile agricultural college 
land-grant act of July 2, 1862, devoted largely to tlio history of the 
lam scrip which, under the grant, was allotted to the State of New- 
Wk and afterwards give!, to Cornell University.” Samuel Dtumont 
Ifiilliday, 1905, Ithaca Democrat Pross. 

The New York Stato Legislature accepted the’ grant May 5 1863 
mid instructed tho State comptroller to sell the 990,000 acres in scrip. 
Immediately a contest uloso in the legislature between tho friends of 
the State agricultural college at Ovid and the Peoples’ College at 
Havana os to which should receive the grant. At first the Peoples’ 
College received it, but many objections were raised and a long fight * 
culminated in the establisliment of a now institution, called Cornell 
Uiyemity, and endowment of the now cdllego .with the land-grant 

r e^ived’989,920 acres in «6rip r which was imme- 
diatdy pu t pa the market and somepfit was sold in .Wall lots. ?The 
palancc . waa.pmchased bv Mf. C ornBlt iiAJij'yvL ikm&iah&i iiL» *■ . - - " 


86 THE LAND GRANTS AND THE LAND-GRANT. COLLEGES. 

' T* 10 courts of New York have now determined that the agricul- 
tural college land-scrip fund consists of the money originally paid for 
.. t .* ie scrip-by Mr. Cornell and others, and amounts to $688,576.12. 
In 1894 the legislature ordered this sum turned in to general State 
funds and a perpetual certificate of indebtedness to be issued. bearing 
interest at 5 per cent. 

The resale of thef scrip under the plan devised by Mr. Cornell has 
been very profitable to Cornell University. ' On August 1, 1913, the 
Cornell endowment fund and the^Comell reserve fund, which include 
■> tbe endowment obtained through the resale of the land scrip, 
amounted'logether to $5,460,038.96. * 

■ North Carolina.— By a joint resolution of the general assembjv, 

■' Adopted February 22, 1866,’ North Carolina’s quota of 270,000 acres 
in scrip was accepted on behalf of the State. On February 11, 1867, 
this scrip was transferred fa the trustees of the University of North 
Carolina, to be used by them' in accordance with the terms of the 
grant; at the same time State scholarships were provided, one for 
^each county. • * 

^ This action was of great assistance to the university at a tim# 1 when 
it was actually destitute and heavily in debt.* Its comparatively 
large endowment for those days of about $200,000 had been swept 
away because of the war, and if had not beei» possible to pay the 
instructors even a part of their salaries; 1 the need for money was 
imperative and the land-grant fund wap the only negotiable "thing 
available. Accordingly, tho trustees -put the scrip on the market 
and entered into an agreement with G. F. Lewis and his associates, 
Fisher, Boothe & Co., for its sale at the market price, 50 cents per--' 
acre, $135,000 in all. It was an unfortunate time to sell; scrip was • 
plentiful and the market price was low; three times this sum could 
halve been obtained by. holding off a few months, but the need was ’ 
pressing. Congress, also, had passed a law preventing the location 
of the land called for by the scrip until after the Stato should be 
reconstructed, and no one knew how long this might hold up the 
sale; meanwhile Lewis offored a substantial payment and offered it 
■ in cash, Th© trustees took tho only course that seemed available to 
save the institution. The deal was closed; j^ewis paid down $10,000, 
which was immediately used for .the most pressing wants of the 
university ; the scrip was deposited in escrow with the §aak of the 
Republic in:New York, to be delivered, to Lewis when Congress . . 
^yjfhpuld. .pepmit the locating of the lands and when Lewis should! have 
%?paid the balance qf thepurchase price. . - 

V^^J^d-grant act allowed the legislatiire;ta authorize tlTe ; 

of the fuhd for tfie puroh^Jjf land 

««7 Uul* P*yto« loMrwt. F«» whota r*»r U» r*^tr»ai Ihn W, V 
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for an agricultural college. The tecords of the trustees show that 
they realized the illegality of their action in using the cash payment 
for settlement of needed salaries. They expected, however, that the 
legislature would subsequently ratify their action and permit the use 
of 10 per cent of the fund in the purchase of land for the college. It 
was argued that, since the university furnished its lands and buildings 
for the agricultural work, it allowable to transfer this 10 per cent 
of the capital of the land-grant fund to the general fund of the uni- 
versity in payment for tho university’s land. Of course after being 
transferred to the general fund, the money could be used in any way 
that seemed most desirable. In this action the trustees clearly mis- 
interpreted the Federal act, for tho language of tho 1862 land-grant 
act does not permit a sale of land to be implied where there is no 
aotftal transfer of title. In this case there was no real sale; the 
institution retained full title to its property and simpfy used part of 
it for this form of instruction. 1 

In 1868, before the hoard s action could he approved by the legis- 
lature, a new Hoard, opposed politically to the previous board, came 
into control /f the institution. One of its first acts was to investi- 
gate thespJa of the land scrip. It then tried’ to prevent the culpin- 
zUpsrtntho deal. Lewis was notified that the university revoked 
XQ previous agreement, and the Bank of the Republic was ordered 
not to deliver the scrip. .In all several hundred dollars were, spent 
on lawyers and other expenses in vain. Although the market price 
of scrip had advanced to about $1.40 per acre, it was held that the 
agreement was fair and binding. The scrip was furn^d over to 
Lewis, and $125,000 came to the trustees for investment. 

- The new board of trustees, appointed by the board of education 
-of tho State, invested ‘this amount as follows: Forty thousand dollars 
. of old North Carolina Railway State bonds, $40,000 of new State 
bonds, $160,000 of special tax bonds. 

Altogether these bonds cost $119,000' leaving $6,000 to be sub- 
sequently disposed of by the board. 

Although the university was now open, the financial situation was 
f not improved. The investment of the land-grant fund brought no 
income, as the interest on the bonds was defaulted. Owing to the 
general opposition throughout the §tate to the new^ administration 
of t(he university, few students enrolled;, in June, 1809, there were 1® 


students; in 1870 there ^rere 26 — 9 in college, 16 in preparatory, and 
I in irregular classes. 

Meanwhile the' State bonds had, been hypothecated as security for 
loans to pay salaries and expenses, and the general assembly declared 
the special tax bomb vpid. This was the dim ax ; with n tiffin rflr and 
almost mo studtots, the institution Closed ifta doors in February, 
^870, to remain closed tumtil %he reorganization ^1876. 









o 
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In 1874 the trustees appointed by the board of education in 1868 
having been removed by an amendment to the -State constitution, 
a board was elected by the general assembly. This board Reported 
on thle condition of the fund and asked the assistance of the legis- 
lature m carrying out the provisions under which the scrip had been 
accepted by the State. 1 The general assembly of 1874-75 directed 
the State treasurer to issue to the tnistees of the university a certifi- 
cate of indebtedness for $125,000, bearing interest from January 1 
1875, at 6. per cent, payable semiannually. - „ ’ 

In 1875 the trustees, aided by private subscriptions, opened the 
university with 7 professors and 69 students. 

Abouf 1880 the national movement toward agricultural instruc- 
tion began to produce in North Carolina a sentiment for the estab- 
lishment of a separate school of agriculture. This sentiment was 
quickened in 1887 by the prospects of national aid. On March 7, 
1885, the State legislature had authorized the State board of agri- 
culture to seek a location for an industrial school; after consideration 
of several sites the one offered at Italeiglf was selected. But mean- 
while the plans of the friends of the school had broadened and 
resulted in the incorporation of a college of agriculture and mechanic 
arts in 1887. In addition, the general assembly ordered that the 
interest arising from the land-grant fund should be transferred from 
'the university to the .new college of agriculture and mechanic arts 
as soon as the latter should be ready to begin the work of instruction 
' The college opened its doors in October, 1889, and received tiie ' 
income from the 1862 land-grant fund. 

Aorth Dakota. At tlio time North Dakota was admitted to -the 
Union, 90,000 acres of land were granted .to it in lieu of the grants 
to the other States under the act of 1862, together-with an additional 
* grant of 40,000 acres for the same purpose, making in all 130,000 
t^acres for the college of agriculture and <ho mechanic arts. 

.V None of this land may be sold for less than $ 1 0 per acre. The care ' 
of both the lands and the funds derived from them is carefully pro- - 
vided for in the constitution of the State and in the acts of the first 
legislative assembly. . ^ . 

• In an act approved March 8, 1890, amended 'in. 1891, -the State 
legislature established an agricultural college on land provided in the 
State enabling act for that purpose at Fargo. Besides providing for 
- a. board qf trustees and knethod of government, and endowing the 
college with the. Federal grants for agricultural colleges, the act 
appropriated^#, 000 for the construction of the first building. 

' The first classes met in rented .quarters on September 8, 1891, and 
it was not unt,il Ja nuary 5, 1892, that full college work was begun in 
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the new buildings. Preparatory, freshman, and special classes Were 
opehed A - • 

Sinco'that tfmo progress has been steady. • The State has provided 
for new buildings and for the support of the institution, and has 
supplemented the funds derived from the Federal land grants and 
appropriations with liberal State appropriations. 

The grant of 130,000 acres of land was placed under the admin- 
istration of a board of university and school lands and has been 
handled in the usual way of rental and sale. 

The report of the commissioner of university and school lands 
shows the following condition of the grant on June 30, 1914: 

t iMnd account, m 


Total number of acres granted, agricultural college fund 130; 000. 00 

Acres located and confirmed 1 ,\ J29 830 18 

Acrea sold, bo me on time contract * * 93 gig 49 

Acres unsold 2 ; 3M1& 69 

» Permanent fund, capital . 

Total sale price, a part unpaid but drawing interest . 220 469. t)2 

Paid in and invested in bonds 455,924. 54 


Since 1912 the investments have been at 5 percent, about $141,000'' 
having been put out -at this rate. Before 1912 some money was 
erroneously loaned at 4 per cent, but as bonds become due all funds 
archieing reinvested at 5 per cent. On July 1, 1914, there was an 
uninvested cash balance on hand of $52,310.63. 


' Income account, biennium 1912-14. 

Interest and penalties on outstanding sales contract* 

Rentals of lands apd privileges 

Interest on invested funds (bonds) 


$ 86 , 141.84 

6 , 903.05 

31 , 231.90 

„ * Total biennia] income for college 123,276. 79 

.In an act approved March 4, 1915, a State hoard of regents of 
five members was created to control the -university, the agricultural 
college, the State normal school, and all other State institutions of 
higher education. 'This board supersedes the local board of control 
of each institution. 

Ohio . — Under the act of .July 2, 1862, Ohio received 630,000 acres 
in Bcrip. The State legislature assented to the act on February 9, 
1864, and on April 13, 1865, appointed a commission composed of 
the State auditor, treasurer, and secretary of state to advertise arwf 
sell the scrip for the best price offered, not less' than 8(5f cents per 
acre. Ohio received actually 629,920 acres in scrip. 


iTbjj balance b&seinct bona located. 

• of tbe unsold ifejifc nr* rented; 


there 1$ ftaropwi vu ibis number of ftcrtty 


• 
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There was so much scrip on the market at the time that only 
11,360 acres were thus. sold; consequently, the instructions were 
amended and the restrictions on price removed by an act approved 
•April .15 J 186Q. This act also provided that all. the proceeds from 
sales should be- paid in to the State treasury and to constitute part 
of the State debt on which 6 per cent interest would be paid to the 
college. Soon ah the scrip was disposed of; bringing from 53 to 82 
cents per acre; a total of $340,006.80 wn*.realized-4or the entiro 
amount of 620,920 acres. . * ^ 

la the management of tho filnd the interest is oofnputed semi- 
annual^; that which is not drawn by the coUego for sup nor t is re- 
turned to’ tho State treasury and credited to the principal of^he* 
fund. In this way the fund has gradually increased, so that on June 
30, 1915, it amounted to $524,176.50. The State pays 6 per cent 
interest on this capital for the benefit oi Ohio State University. 

After tho acceptance of tho scrip with its attached concfltions 
a discussion, lasting until 1S70, went on in tho State legislature 
regarding tho founding of the college. Several plans were proposed 
and rejected; one was to dMdo tho funefbetween Miami University 
and a new coUego to ho established in tho.northern part of tho State; 
another proposed to endow the already organized Farmers College 
with the entiro grant; still another was to unite Ohio University and 
Miami University into ono strong Stoic university and to endow the 
.institution with tho grant. all plans culminated in the 

act of* Match 22, 1870, whereby the Ohio Agricultural and Mechanical 
Cofiego was incorporated. . • . • 

The trustees wore authorized to locate the college — 

upon land, not lew* than 100 anw,* which in their judgment is best suited to tho want* 
and purposes of said institution, the same being reasonably central in tho State and 
accessible by railroad fro ( m different parts thereof. 

■ After carefully^ considering several propositions, .they selected a 
location near Columbus (now within the corporate limits of tho city) 
on a' site of 325 acres costing $117,508. Franklin County provided 
$300,000 in 7 per cent bonds; and citizens of Columbus, toother 
with two railroads, supplied $28,000 more. Building operations 
were begun at^once and on September 7, 1873, the institution opened 
its doors to sti^ents. . * 

In 1878 the legislature reorganized the college and changed* its 
name to Ohio State University. It receives rfll the Federal aid to tjie 
State for colleges of agriculture and tho mechanic arts. 

.. Okhhoma.— The first legislature of the Territory of Oklahoma on* 
December 25, 1890, adopted a resolution accepting *the conditions 
•; • of • the second Mornll Act of 1 890 .and establishing . an . agricultural 
T ahq^^bahicAl cpUeg^ at .SjtUwat^r. in 


1 
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Stnte board of agriculture should be the board of regents. The 
Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College opened its doors to 
students in the fall of 1891. 

In the State enabling act of 1906 Congress granted to the State, 
for the' agricultural and mechanical collego and for the colored 
agricultural and normal university, one-third of the tliirteenth section 
grant, and for the agricultural and mechanical college alone, 250, "000 
acres of land. 

It does not appear that either of these grants was in lieu of the 
grunts to the States under the act of 1862, or that they had any of 
the conditions of tho 1862 grant attached to them. Tho grant of 
250,000 acres was a gift to the new State restricted only by the 
condition that it should be used for tho benefit of a collego of agrj-”" 
culture and mechanic arts. Undoubtedly this freedom from re- 
striction was due to thq fact that Oklahoma, by accepting the second 
Morrill Act of 1890 in its territorial convention, had hotmd itself to 
practically aH tho conditions a? to tho character of instruction con- 
tained in the first Morrill Act of 1862 exccp^that of required military 
trniipng. 

• All the lands of the State ait under the control of the commissioners 
of the land office of Oklahoma. The 250,000 acres of the agricultural 
and mechanical college grant are administered .with other lands for 
college purposes in a fund called “ New college funds.” They have 
been handled by sale and lease with great profit to the State and ■ 

college, the proceeds being invested in bonds and farm loans so that a i 

substantial income is regularly available for appropriation by tho 
legislature to the use of the agricultural and mechanical college. 

In 1916 all of the 250,000-acre grant had been located and con-, 
firmed, but Gl,005.72 acres were unsold. Some of tho lands had been I 

sold, but roverted to the State through nonpayment of Installments. i 

Thero was an accumulated capital of $103,482.72. represented by , 

bonds and cash on hand, while Sifo, 155^55 were represented in j 

deferred payments at 5 per cent interest. 

Oregon . — Tie Legislature of Oregon duly accepted the agricultural 
college grant of 90,000 acres, and by act of October 27, 1868, 
appointed a committee of three citizens to locate tho lands. Tfye ! 

committee reported in July, 1870, that there had been located and ! 

confirmed 89,907.78 acres. In the same year the legislature con- 
ferred the endowment on a private corporation called Corvallis Col- 
lege, designating it us the Stato college of agriculture. 

The board of school land commissioners was authorized to sell the * 
lands fob not less than $2.5(1 per aero, the proceeds to be loaned at 
not leas than 19 pef cent interest on the'se^urhsLof rfefcl estate inert* 
gages; v Alt interest was to he turned in to the Slate treasury for the ^ 
support agricultural college. In 1882 the rate 4f Interest was 
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reduced to 8 per cent, and in 1S89 to 6 per cent. The capital of the 
fund is regained by the State- treasurer, subject to withdrawal for 
investment as above. 

For a long time Corvallis College received lit tie. or no income from 
. the fund, as few sales and no investments were made, it was aided, 
however, by direct State appropriations. In return for' these the 
legislature imposed restrictions on the management of the college, 
tflnl finally, in response *to a demand that the State own its own 
college, the legislature on. February 11,, 18S5, took over Corvallis 
College and reorganized it as a State college under the name of 
Oregon Agricultural College. 

The 89,907.7^®res composing the agricult qral college endowment 
were sold slowr^» Located in 1870, there was no income from them 
for many years; in 1883-84 the college treasurer reported an income 
of $7,930.28 from interest and rentals, but failed to report the amount 
' of capital; in 1891-92 the income was $9,717.42. On June 30, "1915, 
the college reported all but 920 acres of the grant sold. The capital 
was given as $202,1 13.99, invested in 6 per cent securities and giving 
an annual income of $11,207.08. * 

Peiiiwylvania. — The origin of an agricultural college in Pennsyl- 
vania dates back to April 13, 1854, when an act. of the legislature was . 
passed incorporating the Fa rind's’ High School of Pennsylvania^ 
The petitioners for the act included the governor of the Common- 
wealth aiid the members of the State board of agriculture. The next 
move was on February 22, 1855, when another charter was granted 
and organization effected shortly after. A tract of land of 200 acres 
was purchased in Harris Township, Center County, and soon after 200 
acres more were added by donation. * At first the State gave no aid 
to this institution, but in an act approved May 20, 1857, thclegLslature 
appropriated $50,000 to it, provided that private funds for as much 
more should be secured. This condition was met, and the funds were 

* used to begin the construction of buildings. Students were received 
on February 20, 1859, and the first class, numbering 12 students, was 
graduated in December, 1861. 

Throughout the early period it was a farm school with practical 

• 'field work for all students. Although its official title was “ Farmers’ 
High School,” yet the course of study was of a high scientific grade. 
Without State aid, except the appropriation for buildings, the expense 
of annual maintenance necessarily came from the friends of the insti- 
tution and from studeyjfr fees; and .since small fees and student labor 
for support were fundamental principles of the school, the result was 

struggle! ’ ^ 

■5V ^ In 1802 th<f name was changed to il Agricultural College of Penn- * 
'j3ylvania;AUnft*ete^ 
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entire studbnt body in the Pennsylvania Volunteers.’ In 1864 it 
again began work. 

Meanwhile Congress passed the act. of 1862 in aid of colleges of 
agriculture anil mechanic arts,. and Pennsylvania came into its share 
of the land grunt, 780,000 acres in scrip, through its acceptance by 
tl$ legislature on April 1, 1863. The usual rivalry among the col- 
leges of the State for the endowment fund began, but the friends of 
the Agricult u nil College of Pennsylvania prevailed, and the institution 
was endowed with the grant, by act of the legislature approved Feb- 
ruary 19, 1807. Unfortunately the grant did not impart the life that 
was expected, and the college continued to struggle along hitmpered 
by debt and tom by the conflicting theories regarding-the new form of 
education. I p to IS* 9 the manual labor system. was universally in 
practice, but when in 1870 a course in aiTs and science was intro- 
duced, manual labor* seemed inappropriate. For nine years this 
questioiMvas under discussion and continued until 1879, when manual 
labor was required .only to the extent necessary for its educational 
value. About this time the problem of industrial education was v 
solved on its present basis. As a fitting climax the State 
forward with appropriations to cle^r the institution of debt. From 
this point its progress has been steady. 

In the act accepting the grant of 780,000 acres in scrip, the sur- 
veyor general of the State was instructed to obtain the scrip, to sell 
it, and to invest the proceeds. The governor, auditor general, and 
the surveyor general were appointed a committee to prescribe rules 
and regulations for its management. 

Tlie surveyor general realized $439,186.80 from its sale. About 10 
per cent, $43,886.50, was used to purcliase experimental farms for the 
college and thy balance was invested in United States and Pennsyl- 
vania State bonds bought at a premium and giving *$381,500 face , 
\value of investment. The' assembly on April 3, 1872, ordered these 
bonds sold and a 50-yeur- State bond for $500,000 at 6 per cent 
' interest issued to the college to represent the land-grant endowment 
fund. Pennsylvania State* College receives $30,000 a year income 
from : this source. , 

On May 13, 1887, the assembjf authorized the college tp sell part J 
of the farm which hail been* purchased out of the land-grant4uQ4w ( 
Ihe proceeds from this sale, $17,000, were turned over to*lhe State ' 
treasurer and invested in 6 per cent State bonds. The college re- = 
ceives the interest on these bonds. > i 1 

Rhode Island . — The act of Congress of 1862 gave Rhode Island 
120,000 acres 1 in scrip, .which v^ere accepted byy the State legislative" „ 

i !to receiye the scrip t 
|he asseui | 

loflcidry of the grant 


jy, uanuary , . i • : i he; governor was : instructs 

" "t ; V° hojd: i t/sub j ec 1 1 o* ythe fuHher^^^ 
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upon the conditions that it maintain a scientific department and 
allow free tuition to a certain number of students nominated l>v the 
legislature. 

The scrip was turned over to Brown University and by it sold for 
$50,000, payable in annual installments from August 30, 1S66, to 
August 31, 18/0, when the full amount had been received and in- 
vested as follows! 

Rhode Island C per cent State bomb. $49*498 95 

Cash deposited in Rhode Island Ilo-pital Trust Co. at 7 per cent interest. . ' 50t 05 

Total 50, 000. 00 

In 1 887, as aa outcome of the Hatch Experiment Station Act, the 
assembly appointed p committee to consider the advisability of 
. establishing a State college rat her than to extend further aid t ifBrown 
University. In accord with the report of this committee on March 
23, 1888, the State agricultural school was established at Kingston. 
On May 19, 1892, its title was changed to “Rhode Island College of 
Agriculture and Mechanic Arts" and its internal organization care- 
fully reorganized. 

The college was to receive the original Federal endowment under 
tlie act of 1SG2, but Brown University objected to relinquishing it 
and carried the case to the courts. At the first trial the decision 
favored the State, but Brown took an appeal ami jt began to look as 
if a long contest were ulieud when the assembly in April, 1 904, passed 
, a compromise act giving Brown University $40,000 cash in return 
• for the surrender of all claims on any of the agricultural' college 
grants. Brown, no doubt influenced by tho \ ale case in Connecticut, 
accepted this compromise, thus allowing the college of agriculture to 
receive tho grant without further contest. 

By act of May 4, 1909, the name of the college was changed to 
“Rhode Island State College. 1 ’ 

On December 31, 1914, the $50,000 comprising the capital of tin 
fund was on deposit with the Industrial Trust Co. in two accounts, 
the joint interest being about 4 per cent, 'actually $2,035.68. Th& 
assembly makes u p, tho deficit by' a regular annual appropriation, so 
that the college receives a full 5 per cent income, $2,500. 

. South Carolina.— Under the Federal act of 1862 South Carolina 
became entitled to 180,000 acres in'serip, but owing to the Civil War 
it wa9 not until 1868 that the new State constitution, among other 
provisions regarding education, directed that the grant be accepted 
and an agricultural college organized. The firet legislative assembly 
th&reltfter formally accepted the conditions ofr the grant and .ordered-" 1 
th%f the- scrip be sold and the prodeed^ invested in United States or 
South Carolina bon^s. . • . 1 
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As far as can !>e traced, the scrip for 180.000 acres was sent to the 
State fiscal agent in New York, 11. PI. Kimpton, who reported that 
it was sold for 72 J cents per acre and that the $130,500 was invented 
in SI 91,800 worth of South Carolina State 6 per cent bonds. Later* 
he reported thatthtese bonds had been hypothecated as security for 
the State debt hel^in New York. ' This seems to be*the end of both 
scrip and bonds. * 


The legislature made an appropriation to pay one year's interest, 
hut only $6,836 was received by the college. 

P’or 10 years not hing more wa^henjd of the fund unt il in 1879 the 
State legislature, evidently reeogni/riftg that it was lost, passed an 
m t directing the State treasurer to issue a perpetual State bond for 
SfOl .800 at 6 per cent in favor of the University of South Carolina. * 
This bond is still extant and represents the 1862 land-grant fund. 

At tho time of accepting the grant the State legislature was com- 
posed of an Overwhelming preponderance of negroes. It was there- . 
fore no surprise that in 1872, when providing for a college to receive 
the benefit of tho grant, the legislature established the college as a * 
part, of Claflin University. While ,t his institution made no rcstric-. 
tions as to tho color of its students, ’the admission of negroes-had the 
cITect of preventing the white students from attending. Although 
'this institution was nominally endowed with the land-grant fund, - 
ihc fund had already passed through the manipulation resulting in 
i(s total disappearance, “and no actual beimfPtrw^dorived therefrom. 

The act of 1879 restoring and' re-crcafnig the agricultural collfcge 
endowment fund also provided that the defunct South Carolina Col- 


lege should reopen ns an agricultural and mechanical college for 
whites ai\d should receive one-half bf tho interest from the land-grant 
fund. Accordingly, the college reopened in 1880 under the title 
“Agricultural and Mechanical College of South Carolina.” For two 
years it continued its independent course until, in. 1^82, it was merged 
into the revived South Carolina College, which was itself a part of 
the University of South Carolina. The Claflin agricultural college 
combination was also made a part of the university and continued 
to receive one-half bf the .yearly interest. 

In November, 1889, the* St ate legislature accepted the trust left 
by Thomas G.Clemsorf and established an agricultural and mechan- 
ical college oh his. Fort Hill plantation. This institution,, called 
“Glemson College,” in honor bf the donor of its principal endowment, 
was opened for students. in* July, 1893. In the creating it the -iS 
legislature endowed it with the privilege tax on fertilizers and trails- > 
ferred to it the half interest in the 1862 land-grant fund previou^y’ >; 
received by t^ Uxiiycrsi tyof Sou th Carolina * Clemeon Coh^e now 5 


i — 
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turc and mechanic arts except the portion provided for the colored 
college. 

In 1806 the legislature divorced Claflin University and the colored 
agricultural mid /mechanical college and created a new State insti- 
tution called “The Colored Normal, Industrial, and Agricultural 
College of South Carolina.’’ This schooj divides the interest of the 
1862 land-grant fund with Clemson College. Each receives a yearlv 
income of $5,764 from the fund. 

South Dakota.— The founding of the agricultural college in South 
Dakota does not seem to have been dependent on any part i (♦tin r 
Federal grant in aid. It was in 1 SSI that the Territorial legislature 
made the fii'st move, which was continued in 1883 by an act nuthor- 
izing a bond issue of $25,000 to build and equip the college buildings 
on the property belonging to the Territory at Brookings. 

Another bond issue in 1SS5 provided land for the experimental 
farm, additional buildings, and equipment. The institution was 
opened for students September 24, 1884, so that upon the orgimizn- . 
tion of the State in 188!) the college was in full operation. 

. On I' ebrunry 22, 1880, ( ongress passed the State enabling act for 
Montana, Washington, Nortfc Dakota, and South’ Dakota. This was 
accepted by South Dakota and a State constitution adopted October 
1, 1880. The enabling apt gave South Dakota 120,000 acres for the* 
agricultural college in lieu of the 1SC2 grant and an additional grant 
of 40,000 acres restricted only by the requirement that it plionld ho 
used for an agricultural college. " • 

All lands are controlled by a Stute land board, which locates and 
handles thorn in the usual way, by lease .and sale. Proceeds ato 
turned over to the Stnto treasurer, who maintains two funds. One, 
the permanent agricultural college fund, is composed of receipts from 
gales of land and is a permanent endowment fund; the other, the 
local and endowment agricultural college fund, is composed of inter-: 
est on invested funds (permanent agriculturtd college fund), interest 
on unpaid contracts of sale, rentals of lands, and collections from the 
college, and is used for general maintenance. , 

For the year ending June 30, 1914, the land-grant fund was 
reported as follows , 


Lauds reported fry the mis-dnner nf public lands. 

Total acres in both -grants * * ^ qqq qq 

Acres patented. J 1(^000. 20 

Acres sold. .. ... ]fl, 039.82 

Acre* leased. 4,. 61,6^4. 19 

* x Capital account 

Tofetf.pnce o/alUands eold v ,. . i. .. $317,296,03 

Capital cj endowmehUttrfd. . . fr n ii . , . .. 7 . . .128,804 

Amount fcuw*ndin£0ii deferred Amenta. . . .^v; * x . 188, 872, 83 

f * * - * 

-• 7 ■ £ 2 • v.v 

'•ir.y. '“V-. ' . _ .. - ^ 
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AU the capital is invested in 5 per coni loans: tlio deferred payments 
i)ear 6 per cent interest. Leases aro subject to a reappraisal even- 
v ^ years, \vilh**a consocjucnt change in rent. ~ 

' Income account , report of State treasurer, ' 

Received from leases of land ‘ A _. „ 

Received from interest cm permanent, fund 5 242 70 

Received from interest on deferred payments 10 964* 57 

Total income for the college. . . . ^ * ' 3‘> 978 50 

The South Dakota State Colloge'of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts 
ls ,,nilpr the management pf a State hoard of five members, called/ 
(he “regents of education,” which board controls all the higher cdu- 
rational institutions of the State. ' * 

Tcnn cssec. Sc p t c m be r. 10, 1701, Blount College received a charter 
from the Territorial legishitijre of the territory south of the Ohio 
Kiver and was established at Knoxville. 

On, April IS, 1806, Congress authorized the establishment of two 
colleges in Tennessee and endowed each with a grant* of 50,000 acre* 
of public lands. The legislature thereupon, on October 26 1807 

incorporated the hast Tennessee College as one of the two authorized 
institutions^ placed ;ts location 2 miles from Khoxville, add provided 
tluitat should absorb Blount College. * 

East Tcnnesse .0 College, like nil the early colleges, had a hard 
stmggle for existence. In 1840 the legislature changed its name to 
East Tennessee University. In 1 860-61 the institution had the most 
profitable year of its history up to that time, and its affairs scjiried 
to he finally in prosperous conditio*; a medical department had been 
opened, and the number of students in all departments. was indreas* 
ing But the war ended all this. First the Confederate and then 
the National troops used the buildings for hospital and. barracks, so 

that only the medical school continued nnv sort, of exercises, ■ 

; In the reorganization after the war little ^ns left hut. the bare 
grounds ,and buildings. However, the institution. was'reopencd in 
1866 with about 75 students, continuing its progress without a break 
to the present time. In 1869 it received the national land-grant en- 
dowment of 300,000 acres in scrip, at, the same time organizing an ' 
agricultural colloge as an integral part of the university. This col- 
lege was later expanded into Iho Tennpsseo Industrial College. On 
March 10, 1879, the legislature changed the name East Tennessee 
University. to University of Tonnessec. It. is the State agricultural 
coUege arid receives all the federal aid to Ihe State for agricultural - V 
college purposes except that fpr negrd instittitions. , ,!/' V/ U v'y/ 

•. ' - .-/ 
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nated the East Tennessee University a§ the beneficiary. As the time 
for accepting the grant had expired before the State could take action, 
a joint resolution of,, Congress, February 28, 1867, was necessary to 
loga^zo the action. - 

The scrip was sold to G. F. Lewis for the high price, as the market 
was then, of 90& cents per acre, and brought $271,875. Tho Man- 
hattan Bank of New 1 ork was made Stato fiscal agent, and, on order 
of tho Stato legislature, invested the proceeds as fast as received in 
Tennessee State bonds at 6 per cent. Ultimately there were 3396,000 
worth of bonds purchased and ttirned over to the university. 

In these transactions expenses amounting to 33,308.55 were 
/ charged against tho capital of tho fund, while an unexpended- balance 
, of 3466.40 was transferred to general Stato funds, making a toikl of 
$3,774.95 used from tho principal of tho land-grant fund; tho 
Stato also failed to pay tho interest on tho bonds in some years and 
in. others paid it in warrants which had to lie cashed at considerable 
discount, so that., in this way, tho university los’t about $12,000 from 
its income fund. ,4 

In 1881 tho legislature made an appropriation of $3,774.95 to 
replace tho. amount takoti from tho capital of tho fund and appointed 
a committee to investigate tho losses of income. This committee has 
never reported, and no adjustment has been made. 

Tho fund now consists of tho original amount, $396,000, invested 
in State certificates of indebtedness at 6 per cont and 34,000 (the 
$3,775 appropriated by the legislature plus $225 added by tho uni- 
versity) invested in certificates of indebtedness at 5 per cent, making 
. a tot “ of 00,000 and giving an annual income of $23,960 tq the 
University of Tennessee. 

Texas. AJ though in 1S62 there were millions of acres of unoccupied 
land in Texas, yet, because of its uniquo position as an independent 
and sovereign nation at tho time it was admitted to tho.Union, thcri 
were no public, lands in tho Stato belonging to tho Federal Govern-, 
ment; thereforo\the grant of 180,000 acres under tlft agricultural' 
college act of 1862"«umo in tho form of scrip. 

, *The StstSTegislaturo accepted the grant November 1, 1866, and on 
April 17, 187 1^ established the agricultural and mechanical college, 
making it the duty of the governor to appoint three commissioners 
to determine its location. This commission selected a site in Brazos 
County, which became known as "College Station," and on October 
4, 1876, the college was opened to students. >• 

The 180,000 acres in scrip (v ere soon sold for $174,000, which was , 
invested in 7 per cent gold frontier defense bonds of the State. 

(.During the nine years between the sale of the scrip and the opening 
of the College the $cchjnuiated Iriterest amounted to $35,000 which 
was added tatho principal, makirjg a total fhnd Of $'209)000. ' 

t • 
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On March 1, 1910, the $174,000 bond issue was refunded; $170,000** 
was placed in 3 per cent bonds and $4,000 was spent for running 
expenses of the col lege. * On July 1, 1906, the $35,000 hood issue was 
also refunded in 3 per cents. 

1 he legislature of 1015 made an appropriation of $4,000 to replace ‘ 
the money improperly spent in 1910 and another of $24,358.33 to 
adjust the deficit in the rate of interest, and directed that the land- 
scrip fund, amounting *o* $209,000, he invested at 5 per cent interest; 
the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas receives the annual 
income from- the State treasurer. 

■> 1 ho constitution of 1S76 made the college a branch of the Uni- 

versity of lexas, hut as no elmngo was made in the board of directors 
tho institution continues to manage its affairs independently. 

Utdh . — Tho agricultural college of Utah was founded March 8,’ 
1888, when tho legislative assembly accepted the terms of tho 1862 
Iund-grarft act. Utah received 200,000 acres of land for the agri- 
cultural, f ollege. 

The State assembly appropriated $25,000 for buildings and the 
county of Crfche and city of Logan gave lOO^acresof land as a site. 
The first students were admitted in September, 4890. 

The college is under the control of a hoard of trustees of 13 mem- 
bers, comprising the secretary of state ex officio and 12 members 
appointed hy^ the governor, li?/l 013 the “ Branch of the Agricultural 
College” located at Cedar City was placed, under the eontrqjl of yie 
agricultural college hoard. The college also administers several 
State. service bureaus. 

The grant of 200,000 aerrsjs in charge of a State hoard of land 
commissioners, which locates' the lands and handles them in the 
usyal way of rental and sale. A minimum price of $2.50 per acre 
has beenHyced by law. . , * - 

The.report7Tft^4 4ii se cretary of the land hoard for the period ended 
November 30, 1914, gives the following condition of the grant; 


Lai\d». 


Acres. 


Agricultural, college grant 200 T 000 

Selected and continued 1 _ j 95 953 95 

So,d * '•••■• : - v • ...... - 181* 484. 19 

('npitalof the cfilletje fund. 

Total sale prico of all land 6 sold to date. i . .1 . $334 033. 06 l 

; v Amount paid in pf tho seHing price.,... .. ......... .. 1 ^ 4 , 136. 74 

\ Amount invested ...... . m[ 68fl! 68 

, \ The invtistmenta are in'loaiia on approved farm property '^lo.pef ' 
\fcfent and Stato'and mpicipal Iwnda and warrants petfcent^M 


\ 
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fnccmefor the year erhied Nov . SO, 191 4. 

' InteYest on invested funds $8 605 60 

Interest on unpaid purchase money. . . * V V ’ , ‘ 

Rentals on leased lands «. ’ M ' 

^ * * • • S3 

Total.......... . J2.755.90 

Vermont. The Legislature of Vermont, on November 2, 1791 
passed an act incorporating a university at Burlington, which vai 
called the University of Vermont. College work was begun in 1801, 
having been preceded for one year by preparatory work conducted 

by the president in his residence while the college building was being 
erected. , 

Under the land-grant act of 1862 Vermont was entitled to 150,000 ■ 
acres in scFip, which it received by the acceptance of the legislature 
on October 29, 1862. A commission of two, Homer E. Royce and 
John B. Page, was appointed to investigate ways and means of dis- 
posing of the scrip. Following the report of this commission, the 
scrip, calling for 149,920 actual acres, was put on the market and sold* 
or^l 2,626.40. In December, 1866, when the money was invested 
it had accumulated considerable bank interest, so that a total invest 
ment of $135,500 in 6 per cent State bonds resulted. These bonds 
have been renewed from'time to time as they came due and will fall 
due again on .June 1 1932. They bear interest at 6.per cent and ure 
retained by the Stale treasurer, who pays the interest to the uni- 
versity. • 

. Abou t the same time that the scrip was sold the legislature chartered 
an agricultural college to receive the benefit of the fund and authorized 
ita trustees to locate a site. Among the trustees Was* the Hon. Justin 
S. Morrill, the author of the act under which the fund was obtained 
It is a commentary on the strangeness of affairs that for one.year this 
bpard combed the State for a site, and not one locality offered suffi- 
cient inducement to warrant the locating of the college. Finally the 
author of the act which caused the founding, of agricultural colleges 
m so many other, States had to confess a total failure in his own State. 
On November 9, 1865, the attempt to found a separate agricultural 
college was abandoned. , The legislature combined . the University of 
u ? located agricultural college under the joint title, 
The University of Vermdnt and State Agricultural College, u and 
located it on the proper „y of the university at Burlington. Micjdle- 
bury College and Norwich University were authorized to become parts 
of the university, but declined, k ' 

January 27, 1870, Congress passed thf act reestab- 
lishing Ab State of Virginia, T^ e new State constitution adbpM in 
186| went into effect and the reponStrncted legislature was called for 
it® feat meeting on February id, I$ffc $t tin® meeting the land- 
'grant act whs accepted, securing to the Stats 300,000 acres, in scrip. 
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Ttus scrip was placed in the hands of the. board of education, com- 
posed of the governor, the attorney general, and the superiiitendent 
of public instruction, and was sold on May 1 , 1872, for $285,000. 

On March 19, 1872, the legislature after a long struggle, authorized 
the division of the fund, one-third to Hampton Institute and two- 
thirds to a new institution to be called the Virginia Agricultural and 
Mechanical College. This act also authorized the expenditure of 10 
per cent of the capital for the purchase of land. 

Of the $95,000, Hamptons share, $9,500, was used to buy 72 
Seres of additional land, and the remainder was invested in 6 per 
cent State bonds at a discount, serving to • buy $172,156 worth of 
bonds. 

,A similar disposition was made of the $190,000, the portion given 
to the Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College; and bonds W 
the amount of $344,312 face value became its endowment. All the 
bonds are held by the State, board of education, -the interest going 
regularly to the institutions. 

The act of March 19, 1872, which' organized the agricultural and 
mechanical collie for whites and disposed of the scrip, also author- 
ized the taking over of Preston and" Olin Institute at Blacksburg as 
a site lor the now college. 

Iii 1896 the legislature added the words “ and. Polytechnic Insti- 
tute ' to the title of the college. 1 * \ ' 

Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute, the Negro college* 
was established in June, 1867, on a farm known as “Little Scotland,’’ 
lying on Hampton Kiver, a small navigable "arm of Hampton Roads. 
Students w<yo first admitted |n April, 1868. On June 4, 1870, it 
was chartered as a semiprivate educational institution. The school 
now is one of'the two largest and be&t-known schools for Neg»es 
in the world. Its plan is based on labor os k means of education. 
From the humble beginning of 1868 it has, progressed so th^at for j 

19 r 5 • its report shows total annual expenditures of over $586,000 j 
with an investment of oyer $4,000,000 in lands, buildings, ’ and 
equipment. It still receives the income of *10>329.36 per year from 
the 1862 land-grant fund. 


fc $ 


Washington . — W ashing ton , in its State enabling act of February 
22, 1889, received 90,000 acres of land as an endowment for an agri- 
cultural college. * 

The first legislative assembly, on March 28, 1890, organized the 
college under the title of “the Agricultural College, Experiment Sta- 
tion, and School of -Science- of the State, of Was hing ton It con- 
ferred on {he new college aU th&Federal greats in aid of agricultural' 
colleges, expejrimeht stations, nod achbok of. science. The institution 
was paced «&dor the management bf aboard Of reget^e of five mem- 


* r 
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brn appointed by the governor and its location was fixed at Pullman 
to 1 ”° 5 thC Uame WaS shortened t0 “ The State College of Washing- 

All the lands granted to the State are in charge of a State land 
commissioner, who locates and handles them in the usual way of 
- rental and. sale. Receipts are turned over to the State treasurer 
who invests the capital in interest-bearing securities and holds the 
income from investments and rentals to be appropriated by the 
legislature for flhe support of the college. 

On October 1, 1914, the endowment was reported as follows: 

Lands. 4 

Acres in ongina] grant.... qn nee an 

Acres located and confirmed. . . ' 

Acres sold ’ 89,438.21 

23,506.32 

Capital. 

TotaJ selling price of lands 4 , 

Amount i>aid m '-I:::::::.:::::::::::::::;;; ' ^ por x 

Amount invested in securities ^1' 305 qq 

— Income f the year cnlkd June SO , 1914. 

Interest oh invested funds ; * , $12* 345 r* 

Interest on deferred payments, from leases and from privileges « 840 (58 

Bank mterest on daily balances '240*68 

Total ; * 

•••■;: 19,426. <Hi 

Hegf Virginia. This State was created and admitted to the 

Union on June 20, 1863. The .first legislative assembly, by an act . 

approved October 3, 1863, accepted the grant of 150,000 acres in- 

scnp, but because of th6 unsettled condition of the country, the State 

rec ° lv f until Congress, by a special act dated April 14, 

1864, extended the provisions of the land-grant. act to the State. 

Shortly after the scrip w£s receive^ it was sold fol $90,000 and the 

money invested in $90,000 worth of United States “currency sixes. ” 

On January 9, 1866, the trustees of Monongalia Academy, at Mor- ‘ 

gantown, tendered to the State all their property for the foundation 

of the npw agricultural college. On January 30, 1867, the legislature 

accepted the gift fend on February 7, 1867, passed an act reaffirming 

tpis acceptance and establishing the Agricultural College ‘of West 

Virginia, at Morgantown. To its trustees were turned over the $90 - 1 

. POO m 6 per cent bonds forming the land-grant fund-. The property 

donated by Monongalia Academy, together with gifts from the 

citiz^is. of .Morgan town-lands, buildings, cash, bonds, bank .stock, 

bPbks, aad personal Dronert v—waawnrt.h *.<m aon 
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On December 4, 1868, the legislature changed the name of the col- 
lege to “West Virginia University” and* the board of visitors to a 
hoard of regents. This same year it increased the land-grant endow- 
ment by a gift of SI 0,000-anc^ again in 1871 by another $10,000. 

Until 1909 the control of the institution was in the board of regents. 

. By an act approved February 27, 1909, the management of all the 
State ^institutions was divided between two State boards. The finan- 
cial affairs are under the board of control, of three members, and the 
academic affairs are under a Stato board of regents, composed of the 
Slate superintendent of schools and four other members. 

The State board of control now has charge of the funds of West 
Virginia ITniversity, including the land endowment fund. * No 
attempt has ever been rr\ade to segregate the endowment received 
from the sale of scrip from that received from legislative appropria- 
tion, all endowment funds being kept in one account. 

On Juno 30, 1914’, the endowment fund amounted to $116,500, 
invested in various securities bringing from 5 to 6 per cent interest 
and yielding an annual income of $6,500 for the university. 

Wisconsin. Although Jho first movement toward the establish- 
ment of Stato university began in 1836, under the Territorial gov- 
# ernment, it w'os not until the State constitution of 1848 made pro- 
vision for it that thero w'as any prospect of the institution being 
actually opened. Tho first State legislature passed an act incorpo- 
rating the university and appointing a board of regents, July 26, 1 848. 
During the first year thereafter tho regents held several meetings, 
at w hich the opening of a preparatory department was discussed and 
soveral sites for tho university^ere considered. Finally, “College 
llTll,” at Madison, \yas selected in February, 1849, where the prepar- 
atory department w'as opened in a building loaned by the people-of 
Madison. The efforts of 14 years had finally borne fruit. On August 
4, 1850, college classes were established. The first college building 
was erected in 1851. . * 

The agricultural college land grant of 240,000 acres was accepted 
by the State legislature on April 2, 1863. 

The close of the war saw a renewal of the university^ prosperity. 
Women^ad been admitted during the dark days; so now a general 
reorganization seemed necessary. An act approved April 12, 1866, 
provided that the university should receive the agricultural eollegQ 
endowment and Other substantial State aids in addition to all Its 
forme* grants and endowments^ the State also now began to extend 
assistance by direct Appropriation for the first time in the history 
the umversity, • • ‘ v 

The agricultural college grant* amounting to 240^00^.37 acres, 
tyaffpWed'ia charge o| of school an# university bunds. 

A minuntifri price of $0£r.pei^ftcra. traf obtained, •$$ per cei\t cash 
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and the balance on 10 years’ time at 7 per cent interest. All but 40 
acres were sold up to 1912. The money received from sales was 

turned over to the State treasurer and invested in interest-bearing 
securities. & 

The following tabulation shows how the high rates of interest 
j P rofitabio inv estment.at first, coming to a minimum in 
1883; and how, since that time, the decreasing interest rates have 
gradually lowered the income until at the present time it is found 
impracticable to obtain even the required 5 per cent: 

Income from the hunt /mid. 


1 


■ Xqu- | Capital. 

Income. ' 

Acres 
of unsold 
land. i 

... ! $8,061.85 

J870 159,346.30 

1875 236,133.90 

1880 267,330.80 

1883. 1 285,968.00 

1888 jt 238,221.00 

$144.93 

11.377.41 

16.148.41 
15,321.84 
17,377,14 
14,609.70 



52.403. 53 
24,358.87 
13,204.83 
1,253. 21 


<*;ipilnl. 


1892 $290,951.00 

WD5 

1900,.... 

1906 

191®- I 303, 558. ei 

1914 303, 594.61 


Income. 

Acres 
of unsold 
land. 

$16,061.95 


16,871.85 


12,428.57 


13,038,27 


11,777.56 

40.00 

12,728.14 

120.00 


1 Invested funds only; does not includo uninvostod cash on hand. 

For the future the dcGcit in interest below the required 5 per cent 
has been adjusted by an act. passed by the State legislature and 
approved August 7, 1913 (sec. 249, ch. 758, acts of 1913), which 
provided as follows: - 

If for any year the income from the agricultural college fund is less than 5 per cent 

£ ™ ,r ,Pa ’ th ? ?" ,e ° f th ° ,,niv ™ il y arc a,, thorized and required to trans- 
fer from the university fund income to the agricultural college fimd income an amount 
. necessary to meet the difference between the interest actually received and the 
amount which would have been yielded had the income been at life rate of 5 per 

Wyoming. By an act of March 4, 1886, the Territorial legislature 
oiganizedtho University of Wyoming and provided a. State tax for 
its Buppbrt. The umvorsity was to bo located in or near the city of 
Laramie, to bo open to men and women alike, and to provide for a 
liberal education in all collegiate branches of study. There were 
seven trustees. A site of 20 acres, was procured, later increased to 
54 acres, partly by gift and partly by purchase through the'eitizens 
?; if ranue and through the Union Pacific Railroad. In the fall of ‘ 
f. 1)0111011 P f the first building, having been completed, the 
institution. was opened for students. Three farms, containing 1 080 ‘ 
aerra, ard now used for experimental and demonstration wbrk. ’ 

_ When, in 1889, the State constitution was' adopted and Ithe new 
^•getp.w^entitfed to 90,000 acres of public land fpr an tedciiltuial 

gI ^ nt ’ Aether with all its cenditibns/was V. 
conferred 6n.thf> nmvAraifir Tk;a i * •; « r-sx, V'sjs?. % 
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aid of agricultural college8 ; experiment -stations, extension work, ! 
and one-fourth of the grant for charitable, educational, penal, and 
reformatory institutions. 

In 1890 a bill to establish a separate agricultural college was -passed 
by the legislature and was followed in 1892. by a State referendum 
vote placing the new college at Lander, Fremont County. As the 
legislature declined to pass measures for the change, the institution 
was not established. Thus, wisely, all efforts of the State for higher 
education have been centered in one institution. 

The care of the 90,000-acre grant, together with all the State lands, 
is in the hands of a State board of land commissioners, which locates, 
sells, and rents the lands, turning, over the proceeds to the State , 
treasurer to bg invested or held for the use of the university. * The 
latest available report for the biennium ended' September 30, 1914, 
shows the following condition of the grant: • «. 


Land*. 


Total number of acres granted 90,000. 00 

Acres located and confirmed to the State f .* g 9 ( 332 . 35 

Arres 8oId - e! e«! 36 

Acres selected and reserved for sale ; 2 120 44 

Acres leased .....' 79, 305. 13 


Invested funds. 


Capital of the fund . 


t $28, 425. 00 r 

Cash balance uninvested, held in the agricultural college permanent land 

fund of 1903... 20,415.34 

( a*h balance uninvested, held in the agricultural eollepo permanent laud 
fund No. 2 , : ...... 24, 515; 50 


Total of permanent fund ^ 73 355 

Interest and income for the biennium 

Interest on invested funds _ $3 033 35 

1 nterost on deferred payments on jftirchasos „ 95 Q 19 ^ 

RcnUls : 11,385.70 

Interest on bank balances... ... . * 1,043 03 


Total biennial income for support hj, 44L 97 

Invested funds. 

At 4J per cent. $3,&00 

At6percent > 4 000 

At 6J per cent... * _ 4 qqq 

At 6 per cent...., . 925 
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GENERAL DISCUSSION. 

Lndcr tlu* grant of July 2, 1862, threo sharp divisions in the States 
appear: 

1. - States receiving scrip under the original act. 

2. States receiving land under the original act. 

3. New States receiving land .under their State enabling .^cts or 
* other acts in lieu of the grants under the original act. 

In general it lias been very difficult, well-nigh impossible, to carry 
out the exact letter, of the law. A study of the detailed histories 
shows scarcely one State that has not, in sonic way, at some time, 
been in default. 

The principal lines of default have been a delay in investing the 
capital, or in vestment at less than 5 per cent, causing loss of income 
to the college; use of capital for other purposes than for the college; 
and finally . the use of income for purposes not authorized by law,' 
such as for the administration of lands or expenses of investments. 
In general thes6 defaults have been made goo<#*as soon as proper at- 
tention was' directed to them; ' 

Although defaults have been corrected, in 'the main immediately 
on being recognized, yet seldom have deficits been refunded or made 
up. Especially in the matter of loss of interest from lack of invest- 
ment or from deficient interest return i it has been, usual to rephyeo 
the investment so as to obtain the required 5 -per cent hut to allow 
past losses to remain unsatisfied. 1 here are, however, -.several ex- 
ceptions to this practice; the last and most prominent is the State 
of Texas, the legislature of which in 19)5 appropriated $2-4,358. 155 
to adjust losses in interest due to past investments' at less than 5 ner 
cent. 1 

In the method of obtaining the required 5 per cenUm the invested 
funds several plans have been adopted. 

1 ■' C) In a large number ef the Stated when it became evident that * 
& continuous. 5 per cent investment would he difficult to find, the 
fund was turned over to the State treasury and the State itself as- 
sumed the load of interest, the capital being considered as part of the 
irreducible State debt. This was done in Connecticut, Delaware, 
Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Now' Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania. 

- (2) In other States the receipts froni the sale of lands were turned 
in to the State treasury as fast; as received and added either to the 
State sinking fund or to general State, funds, no attempt at outside 
tevratment being made. In such 'cases the State issues certificates 
i= of indebtedness -at a good rate of ; interest, Michigan, Missouri, and 
jJ^i^nndlpd tlfcijf funds in Aliis \Way\, :; C;. V ' . . .J? x * • _>• 
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(3) Other States have invested the funds at the best rate obtain- 
able in the open market, .arid make up the difference between the rate 
obtained and the required 5 per cent by direct legislative appropria- 
tion. Maryland and Rhode Island handle the funds in this way. 

(4) In Horida, Minnesota, and Wisconsin the legislature has au- 
thorized the governing board of the college to transfer funds from 
other general college funds in order to make up the deficit in interest. 

(;>) In Illinois,- North Carolina, and-South Carolina the- fund lias 
been lost by defalcation or dishonesty and lias been restored by the-, 
legislature. A State bond for the amount has been issued in each 
of those. States. 

The above five methods cover the handling of the funds by those 
States receiving it under the original grnnt and which have entirely 
disposed of the lunds and scrip. An entirely different method Inis 
been adopted in the newer States. * 

Among the older States the following seem to be in default at the 
time of writing this article: Colorado was derelict in the investment 
of the capital#eeeived from the sale of lands'; the State legislature, 
in attempting to make the funds secure, placed so many conditions 
and penalties upon the Slate officers that they refused to move and 
allowed 'tlie funds to lie in bank ut 2 or 2.J per cent interest; recently 
the. provisions have been changed and the funds are being invested 
iis fast as possible. Nebraska has its capital invested in securities 
only part of which bring 5 per cent interest, the balance less thaii 5 
pei cent, action by the State legislature to remedy this or make up 
the deficit is expected. Nevada for a number of years failed to 
segregate this fund from other land-grant funds, investing the pro- 
ceeds fioin the sale of all lunds together, without regard to the special 
.5 per cent investment condition attuched to this fund; us a result 
there is a dellcit of about 1 per cent in yearly .income and some con- 
fusion regarding the exact amount of the capital. 

The newer States received invariably, in their State enabling acts, ■ 
grants of public lauds for many different purposes and running into 
the millions of acres. The care of these lands has become One of the 
•' principal administrative duties of the Staton In every case a State 
land board has been created which locates the lands under the differ- 
ent grants and arranges for their use cither by s/do to individuals who 
;will develop them, or by. rental of the lauds or*of the privileges, 
such as grazing, mining, lumbering, water power, etc. Sales bf 
lands are usually madoon a part .cash basis, the State collecting a 

liberal rate of interest on the deferred payment^. . • ■ 

• The emoiuit received from actual sales of £ 

i £ c#cge grants is. burned over to ' the Atrite:Wesi^^^d--mvea'te< :, & * 


pbtain- 


1 " A 

' - .--;aa ; _ _ i 
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A small portion of the total Stalo lands, no attention was paid to 
the special conditions affixed to it, and tlje lands and investments 
were treated in the same way as the other grants of land, being 
required to bear their share of the cost of management; but now each 
State is making an effort to carry out the special conditions and to 
throw its 5 per cent securities into the agricultural collegfevpermanent 
fund, so that there is little default in investment. 

The interest from invested funds is lumped in with income from / 
leases, from interest on deferred payments of purchase money, Ifnd 
money from all other sources to form an income fund from which the 
agricultural college may draw annual support. In some States this 
support fund is immediately available for the use of the college; 
in others the legislature appropriates as much of it each year as it 
thinks advisable, leaving the balance on hand. 

lands and scrip. * 

; Twenty-eight States .were allotted 160,000 acres of land in scrip; 
20 received 2,890,000 acres in place, giving a total allotment’ of 

1 1.050.000 acres under the act of July 2, 1862, or supplementary acts 
in lieu of it. -tyf this total, considering the grants to the newer 
States as already located, 1Q,929,215 acres, actually passed to the 
States, the reduction of 120,785 acres being due to fractional deduc- 
tions in issue of scrip, to - the. location of double minimum value 
lands, and to the failure of some States to locafe ^he full allotment. 

In. 1914 there were 1,209,837 acres unsold, part of which were 
leased; and 51,850 acres unlocated, not including N”ew Mexico with 

150.000 acres and Oklahoma with 250,000 acres, none of which were 
located. 

.CAPITAL OK .THE FUND. ’ ' • 

The scrip and lanils have been sold for $12,043,309.43, of which 
$119,164.90 wuA used in four States to purchase land. The remain- 
ing capital has' increased during 52 years of existence (1802 to 1914) 
until it amounts to $13,621,712.07. Of this amount $2,205,489.08, 
in 10 States, draws interest at less than 5 . per cent, but only 4 

States 1 fail to make up the deficit in some way. 

income. . 

Every State now applies all the' income for the support of the t 
agricultural and mechanical-college; there is no diminution or diver- 1 
sion to other uses. > 

to taj .income, under the 1862 i&ud-ggant endowment act from 
P°t including additions to, principal, fojvthe year 1913-14 

^ - - 
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• 

vested funds, $71,258.05 from interest on deferred payments of land 
purchases) $55,884.83 from leased lands, from privileges, and from 
miscellaneous sources, and $4,877.76 from direct appropriations to 
make up the difference in interest from investments at less than 5 
, per cent. 

COLLEGES. 

Of the colleges benefiting* under the act, Kentucky, Mississippi, 
v_mith Carolina, and Virginia divide the income between an institu- 
11,1,1 for ' y hifes and one for colored students. With the exception of 
Massachusetts.^ which divides the fund between two colleges, each 
of the other States ^maintains one college or university to receive 
the benefit of the fund. ,, ,, 

Nineteen States have created ‘and maintain independent colleges 
of agriculture and the mechanic arts while also maintaining State 
universities; in each of 21 States the college of agriculture is a part 
of the State university; seven States do not have State universities. 

Massachusetts has a State agricultural college and aids a private 
foundation— Massachusetts Institute of Technology— with part of 
the fund; it lias no State university. Ohio has three universities 
aided by the State, but has officially recognized Ohio State Univer- 
sity, comprising the college of agriculture, as the State university. . 
In Georgia the agricultural college is legally. a part of the State 
•university, blit actually is almost autonomous. In Montana the • 
agricultural college has a separate name and management, but is 
Jn' law one of the component partsof the State university composed 
of all the State-supported institutions of higher learning. 

Flic oldest institution is Rutgers College, ^ew Jersey, founded as 
Queens College in \17GG, hut this is a private corporation. The 
old^t State institution is the University of Tennessee, established 
as Mount College in 1794 and. as East Tennessee College in 1807. 
The oldest independent State college of agriculture and mechanic 
arts us the Michigan Agricultural College, established February 12 
bSf)f), and opened oirMay 13, 1857. 
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\ 

The land -grant colleges. 


'Names of institutions. 
t 

r 


A (tri- 
al I- 
lurnl 
college 
sepa- 
rate 
from 
State 
Uni Vor- 
Stt V. 


Une 
State 
instil u- 
t ion. 


Hate of or- Datoofopen- 
ganizatjnn | mg of the 


of the 

institution. 


Alabama Agricultural ami Mechanical 
College and Polytechnic Institute 

Inivemtyof Ariiona 

I'ni versit y of A rkansus ... 

* niversity of California 

Colorado Agricu It ural t *n| lege . . 
Connecticut Agricultural Collect'. 

Delaware College 

Cnlversltyof Florida....:.. 

Uni versily of Georgia i 

Uni vershy of Idaho * 

University of Illinois ' 

Purdue t nl versit y f Indiana 

Iowa State College of Agriculture and 

Mechanic Arts 

Kansas State Agricultural College* 

Universityof Kentucky 

Kentucky Normal and Industrial Insti- 
tute (colored) 

Louisiana 8tate Uni versit y ami AgrVcuf- 
tumland Mechanical College.. 

university of Maine 

Maryland Agricultural College, 
Massachusetts Ir - "*"* * 

Massachusetts A 


Massachusetts Institute of Technology’. ! 

* fericulturnl College 

II ural College 

vorsity of Minnesota. . 


Massachusetts Afei 
Michigan Agricull 
InivcrsityofMin 




Mississippi Agricultural andMechanicn] 

College 

Alcorn Acricult 11ml and Mechanical Ceil" 

logo (colored ) 

Uni versit y of Ml ssouri * " 

Montana Plate College of Agricuitrre 
and Mechanic Arts 

yni versit y of Nebraska ] '*' 

> nlverslty of Nevada 

New Ilamnshtre College of* AgriniMure 

and Mechanic Arts... 

Rutgers College. NewJteseys.. 

New Mexico College of Agriculture ami 

Mechanic Arts ,7s 

Cornell Ci I versit y, New S*ork • * * i ! * ! 

North Carolina College of Agricu it it ro 
and Mechanic Art 


Cnn 
Cm v 
I’mv 

HLo h!.... 
Col.... 
Univ.. 

Univ 

Univ... . 
Univ.. . 


t T niv 


Univ. 

I* til v 

Col... 


North Dakota Agricultural College.^ 
Ohio State University* 


Oklahoma Agrfniltnrol and M^haincal 
College, 


Oregon AgrlcultiiralCoflege*. . 

, Pennsylvania State College.. 

Rhode Island State College . . 

temstn Colpgr , South Cnroiina " " * " ! 
% r » t ^ N ,? rrtw lr Agricnltiirnlaml Indns- 
e College, South Carolina. ... 

South l>akota State Collego of Agricul- 
ture and Mechanic Arts 

University of Tennfese:.. , 


Univ 


Fa'’- 26, 1872 

■ 1KK5 

Mar. 27. 1S71 
■ M;ir. 23. I KtiM 
Felt. 11.1870 
Apr. 6. lHSl 
Feh. 6, 1K33 

• ,7870 

Dec. 12. I860 
Jon. — .4889 
Feb. 28, 1867 
May 6,1869 

,1858 

Feb. 16,1863 
,1870 

May 18,1886 

Apr. 7.1874 
Feb; 25, 1865 
,1856 

•jVpr. in. 1861 

Apr. 29.1863 
Fgb, 12.1855 
Fob. 10,1851 

Feb 28,1878 


Univ..-, 


tjiiv 

Univ 


Institution 
to students. 


Mac, 20. 1872 
Oct. — . ism 
Jan. aAl*72 
Pcpt. 23, 1*60 
Fept. 1,1*79 

Sept. 28. 1881 
May — , 1K31 
Oct. 1.18M 
May. 1.1872 
Oct. 3,1892 
Mar. 2, 1868 
Sep*. 16,1874 

(*) 1859 

Feb. 16.1863 
,1880 

Oct. 11,1887 

Nov. 1 fh 1874' 
Sept. 14,1868 
Fall of JK50 
Oft. 21.1865 
Oc4. 2,1867 
Msiv 13. 1857 
.Nov. 26, 1851 

,1880* 


•Dale of re- 
ceipt of 1*62 
land-grurt-^ 
fund. 


Col.. 

Col 


Wnlv 


Univ... . 


Col... 

Col... 


May 13. 1871 1 — ir;] 

Feb. 11.1839 Apr] 14 , 1841 

Feb. 16.1803 j Pcpt. 15.1800 
Feb. is. iwif) 8ept. 7 lk;i 
Mar, " 


Feb. 26,1572. 
Jimo — . lyiO ‘ 
Mar. 27. 1871 
Mar. 23. 1868 
Jan. 27.1*79 
Apr 21. 1803 
.Mar. 14,1567 

.1570 

Dec. 12, 1666 

,1*92 

Feb. 28. 1S67 
May 6,1869 

Sent. 11.1862 
Fob. 16,1*63 
, 1865 

May 21,1*97 

Apr. 7, 1874 
Feb. 25,1*5 

, 1861 

Apr. 27. 1863 
Apr. 29.1863 
Feb. 25-1853 
Feb. 18,1*68 

Feb. 28. t*78 


Mav 

Fob, 


13. 1*71 
24. 1*70 


.Time' 7.»1***i 
Mnr.«21, 186.1 


Univ.... 



1,1880 
. Fob. 1,1868 


i^orgla Put o College of Agriculture. , . . 

in 1859, college on Mar. 17. 1869 C 

‘ t '* n,ra V Collojtp opened in May, i860. 

i y W™l*Z C °? ee ° b4 '. prt r* ,OUnd8tl0n but 18 B “ Ied b y the 8W. «d U the ornda) State <*„ of 

tte*«opBo^*ii» management; it la 
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. The land-grant colleges -^Centinued. * 


Name of institution. 


A 


tricoltural and Mechanical College of I 

Texas 

A gricult ural College of Utah j x 

University of Verarnttl 1 

Virginia Agricultural uud Mechanical i J 

College and Polytechnic Institute x 

Hampton Normal and Agricultural 

LnMitute (colon d) *. -i 

Stale College of Washington *"x * ■* 

West Virginia University..,. 1 ... J 

University of Wisconsin*. •. 

University of Wyoming ^ . ; . 



Mar. 10, 1872 ! Kail of 1872 


*'*1 


Univ.. 

Unlv,. 

Univ.. 


June 4.1870 
Mur. 28. 7890 
Keb, 7.1867 
July 2$. 1848 
Mar. 4/T8SB 


Apf. -.1868 

Jan. 13.1892 

— .1868 

Feb. — . 1849 
Fall of 1887 


Mar. 19. 1872 

Mar. 19.1872 
Maf. 28,1800 
Feb. i, 1867 
Apr. 12,1866 
,1889 


O 


y 


L 



/ 




